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Mission

College Values

Vision

The community of Lalor Secondary 
College acknowledges the ability 
and right of all students to learn and 
to experience success. All students 
are encouraged and challenged to 
reach their full potential. The college 
provides students and staff with a 
safe and nurturing environment.

Our vision for Lalor Secondary College 
is to be a vibrant school; a school 
where learning is valued and students 
empowered to become lifelong, 
socially responsible learners; where 
a challenging and diverse curriculum 
caters for the variety of learning styles; 
where the varying talents of students 
and staff are recognised and celebrated; 
where excellence and effort are rewarded.
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College Values

VALUES ATTITUDES BEHAVIOURS

PRIDE

• Being loyal
•  Doing my personal best
• Being passionate

• I am proud of my work
•  I am passionate about everything I do
•  I take pride in what I participate in
•  I am proud of my school
•  I dress appropriately and with pride

ACHIEVEMENT

• Being committed
• Being persistent
• Always striving to do my best
• Having aspirations
• Aiming for excellence

• I am committed
• I am doing my best
• I am organised
• I complete all my work
• I celebrate achievement
• I am responsible
• I am motivated
• I am rational
• I see mistakes as an opportunity for improvement

CARING

• Being respectful
• Having positive relationships
• Being helpful
• Using manners
• Showing friendship
• Having a positive attitude

• I am attentive
• I am helpful to others in need
•  I show respect to others and show them that they  

are being noticed
• I choose my attitude
• I am a good listener
• I am sensitive to others’ needs
• I behave consistently to build richer relationships
• I am respectful
• I am tolerant
• I am friendly
• I am appreciative
• I make others comfortable
• I am encouraging
• I accept others for who they are
• I consider others’ feelings and needs
• I treat others in a caring manner
• I am polite

COOPERATION

• Being tolerant
• Being respectful
• Having understanding
• Working as a part of a team

• I work together with teachers and peers
• I follow instructions
• I accept other people’s opinions
• I accept decisions
• I work in a team to achieve common goals
• I work with others’ willingly
• I listen to others ideas/opinions
• I am reliable

HONESTY

• Being truthful
• Showing trust
• Being reliable
• Having integrity

• I have integrity in what I do
• I have morals
• I am loyal
•  I do not speak about others behind their back
• I am trustworthy
• I am responsible
• I am honest
• I am truthful
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LALOR SECONDARY COLLEGE 
David Street, Lalor 3075

www.lalorsc.vic.edu.au

Telephone: 9463 7300  
Facsimile: 9465 3865 
E-mail: lalor.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au

Principal: 
Ms Silvana Sena

Assistant Principal (Later Years): 
Mr Corey Jewell

Assistant Principal (Middle Years): 
Ms Laura Foster

Assistant Principal (Junior Years): 
Mr Peter James

Year 11 and 12 Sub-school Leader: 
Mr Michael Watson

Curriculum Leader: 
Mrs Kaylene Kubeil

Lalor Secondary College was established in 1963. It is  
a co-educational Year 7-12 school situated in the City of 
Whittlesea and serves the communities in and around Lalor.  
Set on approximately 4 hectares, the college has excellent 
facilities and spacious grounds.

In 2017 the college will have an enrolment of approximately 
1050 students representing more than 44 ethnic groups with 
approximately 60% from non-English speaking backgrounds. 

The college provides a broad, inclusive and comprehensive 
Curriculum designed around the Victorian Curriculum to  
ensure the needs of all students are met. 

 

 

A partnership between parents, staff and students is  
encouraged through informal and formal communication  
to support student success.

The college also provides a number of 
pathways at the senior levels of the school 
including a comprehensive range of VCE 
subjects, VCAL and VET programs.
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Principal's 
Message

Lalor Secondary College aims to provide an education 
that will equip students with the necessary academic 
training, as well as embedding the values of pride, 
achievement, caring, cooperation and honesty in everyday 
life to enable them to take their meaningful place in society.
To this end the college promotes academic excellence, rigour and development of  
practical skills in applied learning. The programs offered at Years 11 and 12 allow  
all students the opportunity to develop to their full potential whether in VCAL or VCE.  
The subjects offered in VCE are extensive and aim to prepare students for pathways 
available at the tertiary level, at TAFE and the workforce. Our leadership programs offer 
Year 12 students the opportunity to participate in the Peer Support Program and mentor 
students in Year 7 for an easier transition, while our Year 11 students are offered the 
opportunity to participate in the ABCN Aspirations Program. In becoming the student 
leaders in the school, the Year 12 students are given a voice in determining the direction 
of our school student body in terms of its social awareness and commitments. With the 
School Captains being members of School Council, students also have an input in the 
governance of the school.

We recognise that Year 12 is a challenging year and so our Student Mentor Program  
allows them to connect with a teacher or member of the Principal Class (along with their 
subject teachers), on a regular basis to support them through the year. We continue to 
support our senior students to participate in extra-curricular activities, and ensure that  
they have the skills and capacity to balance this with the demands of their subjects.  
Our Student VCE Handbook is the guiding document of how we administer and fulfil  
the expectations of VCAA. In promotion to VCE or VCAL, there are explicit expectations  
of students in terms of pre-requisites for each subject. This allows us to ensure  
that students will experience success from the outset of their VCE and VCAL.

I believe the information provided in the VCAL and VCE Handbook allows students to  
make their choices with an understanding of expectations and potential for pathways. 
If, however, you require further information, please feel free to contact me or Mr Jewell 
(Assistant Principal responsible for Years 11 and 12).

Ms Silvana Sena 
College Principal
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Section One
Course Selection 
Process & Subject 
Selection Advice

This information booklet is designed  
to help Year 10 and 11 students and  
their parents make appropriate and 
informed choices about VCE units 
and program selection for 2017/2018. 
Students interested in a VCAL program are 
directed to the separate VCAL Handbook.

To obtain a VCE certificate students select 
a program over two years that satisfies the 
requirements of the Victorian Curriculum 
Assessment Authority (VCAA). There is 
provision for students to take longer to 
complete their studies and to change 
direction during that time. Students need 
to choose a meaningful course of study 
which will provide pathways into further 
study and employment.

Students should consider the following 
guidelines and factors when choosing  
a VCE program and subjects.

1. Career intentions
Studies should be appropriate for the 
career a student intends to follow. 

2. Future options 
In choosing a VCE course, students should 
endeavour to keep career and further study 
options as open as possible. Consider two 
or three possible VCE courses rather than 
just one.

3.  Prerequisite subjects for  
tertiary courses 

Many courses at Universities and TAFEs 
have prerequisite studies. Students should 
research the prerequisites for courses 
they are interested in. Prerequisites are 
compulsory to gain entry into those 
courses.

4. Interests and abilities 
It is important that a student chooses 
studies which interest them and in which 
they can achieve. Students who choose 
unwisely and are unable to cope with 
a study may lose confidence and find 
themselves struggling in other studies  
as well.

5. Achieving a balance 
It is important to maintain a balance 
between career interests and the value 
of education in its own right. Students 
should attempt to balance their emotional, 
intellectual, physical and artistic needs 
when choosing their subjects.

6. Resources 
There are a variety of resources available, 
including the Careers Coordinator, 
however, the main websites are:

• http://myfuture.edu.au/
• www.lalorsccareers.com/ 
• http://www.vtac.edu.au/
• http://www/jobguide.thegoodguides.

com.au/
• http://euclid.vtac.edu.au/courselink/

openpage.html

Students should discuss their subject 
selections with a wide range of interested 
people – parents, subject teachers,  
Home Group teachers, careers staff and 
Sub-school Leaders/Student Managers.

Subjects will only run in 2017 if there  
is sufficient demand from students.  
The feasibility of a class running is 
dependent on many variables and 
constraints: the timetable, the minimum 
class size and the physical and human 
resources available at the school.  
Many of these issues cannot be dealt  
with until late in the year when results  
are known and the program for the  
rest of the school is determined.

The college will always endeavour to satisfy 
the choices and requirements of as many 
students as possible. Unfortunately there 
can be situations where students may  
not receive their first choice.

Take time to select subjects as this will 
form the basis for the draft timetable 
blocks and arrangements for next  
year’s VCE program.

In most cases students will be encouraged 
to take a course of study in VCE which 
may broadly represent one of the following 
areas of study:

• The Arts.

• Business Studies.

• Humanities.

• Science/Mathematics.

• Technology.

• Personal Development and 
Community Studies.

It will not, however, be compulsory to 
choose a program only within these  
areas of study. Students may combine 
areas of study. Students should discuss 
choices with their teachers, especially  
the Careers Coordinator and relevant 
Student Manager.

Year 10 students will receive individual 
counselling prior to making selections  
at the Year 11 Subject Selection 
Counselling Day.

Subjects will be selected 
using Subject Selection 
Online Software, full 
instructions will be given to 
students and parents during 
VCE information sessions.
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Section Two
Choosing a  
VCE Program

Commitments required of all  
VCE students

In line with the college values, it is 
expected that all students entering  
the senior years of the school will;

• Strive to achieve their best in all 
classes and for all examinations.

• To complete all coursework,  
school assessed tasks, SACs  
and Examinations on time and to  
the best of their ability.

• To spend at least the  
recommended time on homework: 
two hours per night for Unit 1&2 
subjects, three hours per night  
for Unit 3&4 subjects.

• To spend no more than 10 hours  
per week on employment.

• To follow all College rules and  
values with good grace.

• To participate fully in College  
activities.

• To treat all teachers and all other  
class members with respect.

• To attend all classes unless ill  
or for an approved reason.

• Inform the Teacher and Student 
Manager of any difficulties they  
may be having in completing 
Coursework or Assessment  
Tasks well before the due date  
and to submit medical certificates 
where necessary.

• Complete all drafts of work as 
required and then keep copies  
of all work required for assessment. 
This is important for authentication.

• Being aware of the requirements  
and procedures of VCE and the 
College and to work within them:  
this includes attendance, uniform  
and discipline requirements.

All students should carefully consider  
the type of program they wish to  
complete in their VCE. As discussed 
above, student ability, interests and 
prerequisites for courses should all  
be taken into consideration when 
determining a meaningful VCE course.  
The suggested programs below provide  
a guide for students in their course 
planning. All course requirements and 
prerequisites should be checked with 
tertiary institutions handbooks and  
VICTER 2019.

Prerequisite units –  
‘Required units'
These are units that you must complete 
to enter a particular course at a tertiary 
institution. All prerequisites must be 
met before an applicant is eligible to be 
selected for that course. Prerequisites  
are at Units 1 and 2 and Units 3 and 
4 levels. Always check the specific 
prerequisite requirements for a course 
using VICTER 2019 and Courselink.

Additional Units

You can choose from any of the remaining 
VCE units.

Middle Band Selection  
‘Considered units’

•  ONLY considered by institutions for 
BORDERLINE ENTRY into a course

•  Give an INDICATION of RELEVANT 
SUBJECTS.

These only apply in the middle band, 
i.e., when you are ‘nearly’ into a course. 
These are units which some courses at 
some institutions will consider to give 
a student an advantage over another 
student who does not have that unit(s). 
Check particular course requirements in 
VICTER 2019. Some institutions indicate 
that ‘students will be deemed to have an 
ATAR of x percentage points higher’ if they 
satisfactorily complete certain studies.

Minimum Entrance Requirements for 
Tertiary Institutions are satisfactory 
completion of:

• VCE & Units 3 and 4 of an English 
study completed in one year.

Students should be striving to achieve 
a 70% average for all assessment tasks 
completed as a guide for the minimum 
academic standard required for direct  
entry into university.

Scaling

Because some subjects are marked  
harder or easier than others in giving 
grades, a process called scaling is used  
to adjust the grades so that the whole 
system is fair. It is a bit like a diving 
competition where divers are given extra 
marks according to the ‘degree of difficulty’ 
of the dive; the more difficult and complex 
the dive, the higher the marks.

If you work just as hard in two subjects 
that you are just as good at, the scaling 
process means that you should end up 
with the same score for each.

This process is also used for Mathematics 
subjects, so that you are likely to get the 
best marks by choosing the maths subject 
which best matches your ability.

Overall, the system means that you can 
choose the subjects that you are best at 
and that you like without worrying about 
scaling. It will happen in the background  
to make the system fair. 
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Year 11 Students Undertaking  
Units 3 and 4

There will be an opportunity for selected 
Year 11 students to undertake a Unit 3  
and 4 subject in their program next year 

Students will attend class with Year 12 
students. It is expected they will possess 
very good organisational skills, a desire to 
complete a Unit 3 and 4 subject as well as 
a sound academic record. Students with 
the requisite skills are encouraged to enrol 
in a Unit 3 and 4 subject in Year 11.  
This provides students with a sixth VCE 
subject which contributes to their ATAR  
and allows them to experience the 
demands and requirements of a Year 12 
subject. There will not be an automatic 
place in a Unit 3 and 4 subject for Year 
11 students and places are subject to 
an application process, meeting the 
requirements as outlined in the LSC 
Promotion Policy and course availability.

Additional Course Requirements  
and Costs

This is information regarding excursions, 
other activities, and any additional  
costs students will be required to meet  
to complete the study. Some subjects  
have fees associated with them that  
cover consumables, materials etc.  
These additional costs are covered  
in the subject description in this booklet. 
Please note that, at the time of publication, 
these fees were correct, however, they  
may be subject to change dependent  
on the provider/supplier.

Requirements for Satisfactory 
Completion of the VCE
To complete the VCE a student generally 
undertakes 20 to 24 units of study.

Students usually undertake 12 units  
(6 subjects) in Year 11 and 10 units  
(5 subjects) in Year 12.

The VCE is flexible and students can 
undertake the VCE over 2 or more years.

To meet the graduation requirements 
of the VCE each continuing student 
(other than students returning to study) 
must satisfactorily complete a total of no 
fewer than 16 units. A unit is usually one 
semester (two terms) in length, therefore 
students usually complete Units 1 & 2 or 
Units 3 & 4 over a whole year.

Units 1 and 2 can be completed separately 
or as a sequence, whereas Units 3 and  
4 must be completed as a sequence.  
Most students will be advised to complete 
a total of 22 to 24 units. Some students 
also chose to complete a Unit 1 and 2 
subject in Year 10.

The VCE may include an unlimited number 
of units of Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) certificates or subjects.

Students must include:
•  At least three units of English, English 

as an Additional Language (if eligible) 
or Literature.

and

•  A sequence of Units 3 and 4 in three 
studies apart from the compulsory 
English based subject.

VCE is based on achievement of learning 
outcomes. Each unit has two to four 
outcomes. The outcomes define what 
students will know and be able to do as a 
result of satisfactorily completing a study. 
Students will receive ‘S’ (Satisfactory), or 
‘N’ (Not Satisfactorily completed) for each 
unit depending on whether all outcomes 
have been satisfactorily completed. 
Assessment in Units 1 and 2 (Year 11) will 
also help introduce students to the way in 
which assessment works in Year 12 (Units 
3 and 4). Assessment in Unit 3 and 4 can 
be of three types and all studies will have 
two or three assessment components, 
which will make up the study score.

The three types of assessment are:

• School-assessed course work

•  School-assessed tasks

•  Examinations

Assessment and Reporting

Satisfactory Completion of the VCE
In order to gain credit for a unit within the 
VCE students must achieve satisfactory 
completion of a unit. 

All units will be assessed with Satisfactory 
(S) or Not Satisfactory (N) for achieving 
learning outcomes.

Levels of Performance

Units 1 and 2
In addition to the S or N certain outcomes 
will be graded to determine the level of 
performance. 

Performance will be reported using  
marks for each assessment activity or  
as a percentage. Where a student has not 
undertaken the task, they will be assigned 
a ‘0’ for the assessment task missed. If a 
student does not satisfactorily complete 
the outcomes or assessment tasks then 
they may receive a ‘Not Satisfactory’ (N)  
for the unit.

Units 3 and 4
All units will be assessed with  
Satisfactory (S) or Not Satisfactory (N)  
for the completion of learning outcomes. 
The VCAA will supervise the assessment  
of all students undertaking Units 3 and 4. 

There is a system of graded assessment 
using the symbols A+, A, B+, B, C+, 
C, D+, D, E+, E and UG based on 
school assessments and one external 
examination or one school assessment 
and two external examinations. VCAA 
use this system of graded assessment 
at the end of the year. Students will also 
receive a ‘raw score’ for their coursework 
assessment; this will form the basis of the 
graded assessment and is reported in 
the mid year reports. Performance in the 
coursework will be moderated against 
the student’s performance in the external 
exams and the GAT. There is no guarantee 
that the ‘raw scores’ will not be changed 
as it is dependent on exam performance. 
Students will receive feedback from 
teachers for all school assessed 
coursework.
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Tertiary Entry

The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre 
(VTAC) handles the administration of the 
tertiary entrance system.

Each student will receive assistance 
in selecting courses for University and 
TAFE in their final year of VCE in an online 
selection process.

The Careers team can also offer advice on 
the above matters. Students and parents 
should feel free to contact the Careers 
Coordinator when making subject choices 
or career decisions.

University Enhancement Studies

There is an opportunity for very capable 
Year 12 students to complete a first year 
university subject while in their final year  
of school.

The university study counts as a student’s 
sixth VCE study and students who 
complete the program receive a bonus of 
10% of the maximum score possible for a 
sixth VCE study. This bonus is calculated 
by VTAC.

Students attend classes at selected 
schools after school hours for one to 
three hours per week for two 13 week 
semesters.

For further details contact the Year 12 
Student Manager.

VET Programs
VET (Vocational Education and Training) 
programs provide students with a  
number of advantages and opportunities, 

these include:

•  VET units contribute towards the  
VCE and ATAR.

•  A flexible program.

•  A course with vocational skills and a 
work placement.

• Increased employment opportunities.

• VET courses can count as Units 1 to 
4 subjects and a study score may be 
obtained.

• At Lalor Secondary College students 
can only undertake one VET subject 
as part of their VCE. Students must 
start a VET subject in Year 11.

Students completing a VET course need 
to be aware that it is not an ‘easy option’. 
Rather it offers students the chance to 
pursue areas of interest and gain skills that 
will assist in developing competencies that 
may also be carried over into employment. 
VET courses also offer pathways into 
other TAFE courses. Students wishing 
to complete a VET course will need to 
be committed to these courses, have an 
interest in the area and be able to work 
independently in many cases.

Further information regarding VET 
programs and requirements should be 
directed towards the VET Co-ordinator  
and Careers team.

Please note there will be:

• A materials fee which is dependent 
on the course and ranges from $200 
- $600. The materials charge covers 
items such as:

– Timber

– Beauty kits

– Hairdressing kits

– Uniforms for Hospitality etc. 

Victorian Certificate of  
Applied Learning (VCAL)
The Victorian Certificate of Applied 
Learning (VCAL) is a ‘hands on’ option  
for students in Years 11 and 12.

Like the VCE the VCAL is a recognised 
senior qualification. Unlike the VCE which 
is widely used by students as a pathway  
to university, the VCAL focuses on  
‘hands on learning’. Students who  
do the VCAL are more likely to be 
interested in going on to training  
at TAFE, doing an apprenticeship, or 
getting a job after completing Year 12.

Students who select to undertake the 
accredited VCAL and Vocational Education 
and Training (VET) will study the following 
subjects:

• Literacy and Oracy Skills

• Foundation Mathematics/numeracy

• Work Related Skills

• Personal Development Skills

• VCE Business Management (Units 1&2)

• Industry Specific Skills (VET)/School 
based Apprenticeship

A certificate and statement of results will 
be issued to students who successfully 
complete their VCAL. Please refer to the 
VCAL/VET Co-ordinator and the separate 
VCAL Handbook for more information.
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School Reporting
Reporting enables students to be aware 
of whether they have met the goals of the 
study, their strengths and weaknesses and 
areas for improvement. Reporting is also 
important for parents to enable them to 
provide help and support for students. 

Written progress indicators and oral 
reports are given to parents and  
students at parent/teacher conferences 
at the end of Term 1 and start of Term 
3. Written reports are issued for Units 
1 and 3 at the end of Term 2 and Unit 
2 in December. A Statement of Results 
is issued by VCAA in December for all 
students who have undertaken a  
VCE/VET subject.

Authentication

Authentication is the term used to cover 
the procedures for ensuring that the work 
submitted by students is genuinely their 
own work completed for assessment 
tasks taken over an extended period  
of time. These tasks are usually completed 
in class under teacher supervision to 
ensure all students are treated fairly and 
that the teacher can attest that the work 
is that of the student’s. Teachers also 
authenticate work by; 

• Consulting with the student.

•  Ensuring work is mainly completed in 
class under a teacher’s supervision.

•   Teacher records and using a variety 
of assessment methods such as 
tests, oral presentations and class 
observation of student performance.

Where the school is satisfied, on the basis 
of evidence, that work submitted is not 
the student’s own, the Student Manager in 
consultation with the Principal, Assistant 
Principal and Sub School Leader shall 
determine the penalty by using guidelines 
set down by VCAA. Further details can be 
found in the VCE Policy Handbook.

Changing Courses and 
Withdrawing From a  
Study or Unit: 
After choosing a course of study a student 
may decide that the course does not meet 
their needs or expectations and want to 
make a change.

In Year 12 students can only change 
subjects in the first two weeks of Term  
One if the Sub School Leader approves 
the change. All relevant paperwork must 
be completed and signed by a parent.  
It should be noted that all Unit 3&4 
subjects must be completed as a 
sequence therefore it is not possible  
for a student to move into a subject  
for Unit 4. All Year 12 students are 
expected to complete 5 subjects at  
the college, as part of their enrolment.

In Year 11 the student must consult the 
Sub School Leader about the reasons 
for changing. It may not be possible 
to change from one study to another if 
the class is full or the change requires a 
major change to the student’s timetable. 
Students will be required to complete a 
form indicating the changes requested 
and have it signed by parents and the 
Careers Counsellor. All changes must be 
completed within two weeks of the start of 
the semester as VCAA must be notified. 
In making changes the student should 
be aware of the possible consequences 
and ensure that all VCE and Tertiary/TAFE 
entrance requirements are met. Year 11 
students may have an opportunity to 
change at the end of Unit 1. 

Textbooks
Please note that book lists for textbooks 
and other resources required by students 
will be available to students and parents 
later in the year. Books will be available 
from the second hand book sale where 
possible. Some VCE studies have new 
courses for 2017 and therefore new 
textbooks will need to be purchased. 
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Make sure that you have discussed your proposed course. The following issues and 
questions should assist in your planning;

• What career(s) do you have in mind? 

•  Which post-secondary courses might lead to this career?

•  Establish whether any specific studies are required for entry 
into such courses. Use VICTER 2019 which is online on  
the VTAC website. In most cases the prerequisites are 
expressed in terms of Unit 3 and 4 sequences (Year 12) but  
for some there may be Unit 1 & 2 sequences prescribed. 

•  If a Unit 3 and 4 sequence entered has an equivalent Unit 1 
and 2 sequence which should be completed in an earlier year, 
make sure that this Unit 1 & 2 sequence is in your subject 
selections for 2017. Such studies may include VET,  
Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics and Languages. 

•  Other subjects should be those which are of interest  
and those in which you would expect to do well. 

• Make sure you meet the sequences required of the VCE.

Year 11 Year 12

English requirement English requirement

VCE/VET Program
–  Years 11 and 12 

Planning Sheet

Copy out the trial planning sheet below in the first step towards possible VCE programs.

Make note of: *Compulsory Units **Prerequisite Units
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Accounting/Economics/ 
Commerce/Law 

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or 
LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or 
LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS required  
for some courses. 

ADDITIONAL UNITS

Note: Middle Band  
selection for some courses 
in Accounting / Economics 
/ Commerce may consider 
one or more of the following 
subjects:

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT, ECONOMICS, 
HISTORY, COMPUTING, 
SPECIALIST MATHS

•  This course is designed 
for students who wish 
to study Business at 
university. 

• The Maths prerequisites 
vary from course to 
course.

•  Some courses in this area 
require Maths (any) or have 
‘no prerequisites’.

• Some courses also 
interview applicants.

Possible employment & course 
options include;

•  Actuary, Accountant, 
Banking, Economist, 
Insurance Management, 
Statistician, Retailing, 
Stockbroking, Teaching, 
Strategic Management, 
Agricultural & Resource 
Economics, Finance, 
Financial Planning, 
Electronic Commerce, 
Management, Marketing, 
Business – Computing, 
Banking & Finance, 
Business Administration, 
International Trade, 
Marketing, Advertising, 
E-Business, Event 
Management & Tourism. 

Advanced Maths 
Engineering

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or 
LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or 
LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS

SPECIALIST MATHS 

PHYSICS and/or CHEMISTRY

ADDITIONAL UNITS 

Note: Middle Band selection 
for some courses in Advanced 
Maths Engineering may 
consider one or more of  
the following subjects:

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, 
GEOGRAPHY, COMPUTING, 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS, 
SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY 
(VET), DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY

ENGINEERING courses and  
careers include; 

•  Aeronautical, Agricultural, 
Chemical, Civil, 
Computer, Systems/
Technology/Software 
Electrical, Electronics, 
Environmental, Geological, 
Industrial, Marine, 
Materials, Mechatronics, 
Mechanical, Metallurgical, 
Mining, Petroleum, 
Polymer

•  A wide range of 
occupations is available in 
the field of Engineering. 

Applied Science

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or 
LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or 
LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS

CHEMISTRY and/or PHYSICS

Note: Middle Band selection 
for some courses in Applied 
Science may consider one or 
more of the following subjects:

BIOLOGY, COMPUTING, 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS, 
PSYCHOLOGY, SPECIALIST 
MATHS, GEOGRAPHY

Generalist Science degrees 
lead to a wide variety of 
careers, often through the 
completion of post graduate 
courses. Options include; 

• Anthropologist, 
Archaeologist, 
Astronomer, Biochemist, 
Biological Scientist, 
Biotechnologist, 
Botanist, Chemist, 
Forensic Scientist, 
Geneticist, Marine 
Scientist, Meteorologist, 
Microbiologist, Zoologist, 
Food Technologist, 
Teaching, Psychology/
Psychophysiology, 
Applied Science/
Business, Science – 
Advanced Mathematics 
& Computing, Aviation, 
Geology, Surveying, 
Food Technology, Marine 
Science, Cartography & 
Forensic Science.

Architecture/Land 
Information/ Building/ 
Graphics & Building

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or 
LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or 
LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS for  
most courses.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION  
& DESIGN 

Note: Middle Band 
selection for some courses 
in Architecture / Land 
Information/Building / Graphics 
& Building may consider one or 
more of the following subjects:

CHEMISTRY, ECONOMICS, 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
& DESIGN, GEOGRAPHY, 
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY, 
SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY 
(VET), LEGAL STUDIES, 
PHYSICS, SPECIALIST 
MATHS

Most TAFE courses have  
‘No prerequisite studies’ 
and some courses consider 
relevant work experience.

Occupations include; 

• Geomatics, Cartography, 
Construction 
Management, Building, 
Building Surveying, Urban 
Planning, Landscape 
Architecture, Surveying, 
Land Information, 
Architecture, Property 
& Construction, Fire 
Engineering, Building 
Contractor, Construction 
Manager, Landscape 
Architect, Professional 
Builder, Surveyor,  
Town Planner,  
Building Inspector,  
Survey Technician & 
Cartographer.

Examples of Possible Courses
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Arts (Visual) & Graphic Design

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

ART / STUDIO ARTS

VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN 

MATHS (any) 

ADDITIONAL UNITS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in the Art and Graphic Design  
area may consider one or more of the 
following subjects:

LANGUAGES, GRAPHIC DESIGN,  
MEDIA STUDIES, COMPUTING,  
MATHS, FOOD TECHNOLOGY

• A high quality folio is required for 
selection into many of these courses. 
Different courses have different 
requirements as to what the folio 
should contain – check carefully 
VICTER 2019 & the VTAC Guide. 
Attendance at an interview and/or 
information session is also required 
for selection into these courses (some 
may involve a test)

Possible careers & course options include;

• Photography, Art & Design,  
Ceramics, Corporate Video 
Production, Computer Aided Art & 
design, Graphic Art, Screen Printing 
Design, Textiles, Visual Arts, Visual 
Merchandising, Wood design, Floristry, 
Clothing and Fashion, Advertising, 
Craft, Fashion, Fine Arts (Ceramics, 
Drawing, Gold & Silversmith,  
Painting, Printmaking & Sculpture), 
Graphic Design, Photography  
(Arts & Applied Sciences, Industrial 
Design, Technology Design, Textile 
Design, Visual Arts, Multimedia Arts, 
Curator, Graphic Art, Sign Writer, 
Painter & Decorator & Tailor. 

Arts/Humanities/Law/Social Science/
Languages

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

ADDITIONAL UNITS 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Arts / Humanities / Social 
Science may consider one or more of  
the following subjects:

ECONOMICS, BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, 
GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, LEGAL 
STUDIES, LITERATURE, LANGUAGES, 
PSYCHOLOGY, GLOBAL POLITICS

•  Courses in this area have ‘no 
prerequisites’. Select units that interest 
you and you are good at.

•  To enter language courses, the 
Language subject must be done  
in Units 1,2,3 & 4

•  The advantage of undertaking an Arts/
Humanities/Social Science Degree 
is that it doesn’t prepare you for just 
one career; it provides you with skills 
which can be transferred across many 
sectors and occupations. 

Graduates develop sophisticated  
research, analytical thinking and  
problem solving skills. They are adept 
communicators through essay and 
report writing, class participation and 
presentations. They are able to meet 
deadlines, work independently and think 
creatively. These skills are not job specific. 
Government departments, Law firms and 
corporations are major employers of these 
graduates.

Possible areas & career options could 
include; 

• Arts, Journalism, Interpreting/
Translation, Personnel & Industrial 
Relations, Information & Library 
Management, Law, Legal Studies, 
Communications/Marketing/ 
Information Technology, Criminal 
Justice Administration, Police,  
Applied Language, Local Government, 
Community Development, Library 
and information Studies, Legal 
Administration, Youth Work, Welfare 
Studies & Professional Writing.

Biological/Environmental/Chemical/
Geological/Agricultural Sciences

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4 

MATHS METHODS or any Maths

CHEMISTRY and/or BIOLOGY and/or 
PHYSICS and/or GEN MATHS (Spec)

ADDITIONAL UNITS 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Biological / Environmental / 
Chemical / Geological / Agricultural may 
consider one or more of the following 
subjects:

BIOLOGY, ECONOMICS, GEOGRAPHY, 
PHYSICS, PSYCHOLOGY, SPECIALIST 
MATHS

•  Some courses only require Maths 
Methods and/or Chemistry

•  Courses in Geomatics, Geology 
require Maths Methods or Specialist 
Maths

• Environmental/Geological Science 
courses may consider Geography

• Some courses require an interview.

Examples of courses & career options 
include; 

•  Dairy foods, Agriculture, Animal  
Care Attendant, Conservation &  
Land Management, Science-Nutrition, 
Forest Science, Environmental 
Science, Consumer Science,  
Applied Biology, Biotechnology, 
Science-Chemistry / Biological / 
Chemical / Aquatic / Agricultural / 
Earth, Safety, Biochemistry,  
Applied Chemistry, Geology, Human 
Biology, Food Science/Technology, 
Biochemistry, Fisheries Management 
and Aquaculture, Environmental 
Management and Ecology, Animal 
Science, Bioinformatics, Forensic 
Science, Veterinary Science, Cognitive 
Science, Agricultural Scientist, 
Biochemist, Biological Scientist, 
Botanist, Chemist, Environmental 
Scientist, Food Technologist, 
Geneticist, Geologist, Horticulturist, 
Marine Scientist, Veterinarian, 
Zoologist & Forensic Scientist.
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Building Trades/Technology/
Automotive/Electrical

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (any) 

ADDITIONAL UNITS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Building Trades / Technology / 
Automotive / Electrical may consider one  
or more of the following subjects:

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION & DESIGN, 
COMPUTING, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY, 
SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY  
Many VET courses are also relevant  
subjects for this area.

•  If students are interested in 
Construction Management or  
Building (University), they should 
consider undertaking Physics. 
Students interested in Electronics /
Electrical and Telecommunications 
should also consider Physics

• Many of the TAFE courses have  
‘no prerequisites’, however students 
are advised to undertake the most 
challenging Maths units that they  
are capable of

• A Year 11 pass is preferable for the 
electrical and plumbing trades TAFE 
Building Design and Drafting need  
Unit 1 and 2 Maths

•  TAFE Electronics consider Physics, 
Chemistry, Systems and Technology, 
Design and Technology, Maths

• Consider VET Automotive
•  Apprenticeships – Automotive, 

Engineering, Bricklaying, Carpentry, 
Boat Building, Cabinet making, 
Plumbing and Gas Fitting, Plastering, 
Stonemasonry, Tile Laying, Wood 
Machining

•  Pre-apprenticeships are available 
in – Electrical, Bricklaying, Carpentry, 
Fibrous Plastering, Plumbing.

Careers & courses include; 
•  Printing Technology, Technology – 

Furniture, Locksmith, Welding,  
Basic Engineering, Building 
Construction – Fit out and finish, 
Painting and Decorating, Textile 
Technology, Manufacturing Operations 
& Building, Boilermaker, Bricklayer, 
Cabinet maker, Carpenter and Jointer, 
Fibrous Plasterer, Glazier, Furniture 
Finisher, Mechanic: Light Engine, 
Metal Trades, Motor Mechanic, 
Plumber, Refrigeration and  
Air Conditioning Mechanic, 
Sheetmetal Worker, Plasterer, 
Stonemason, Upholsterer, Printing 
Machinist, Watch and Clock Repairer, 
Wood Machinist, Technologist. 

Computer Science/Business 
Computing/Computing

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS or any Maths for some 
courses. 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Computer Science / Business 
Computing may consider one or more of 
the following subjects:

ACCOUNTING, ECONOMICS,  
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT, 
COMPUTING, INFORMATION 
 SYSTEMS, INFORMATION 
PROCESSING & MANAGEMENT,  
LEGAL STUDIES, PHYSICS,  
SYSTEMS & TECHNOLOGY, DESIGN  
& TECHNOLOGY, SPECIALIST MATHS

• Some courses require ‘any Maths’  
or have ‘no prerequisite studies’

• Students interested in Computer 
Science/Engineering should also 
consider Physics.

•  Specialist Maths and Physics are 
recommended for Computer Systems, 
Engineering and Telecommunication 
Engineering.

Careers & courses are available in the 
following areas; 

• Computing, Information Management, 
Computer Technology, Computer 
Science, Information Systems, 
Technology – Computronics, Business 
– Computing, Information Technology, 
Digital Systems, Multimedia 
Technology, Telecommunications 
and Internet Technologies, Software 
Engineering, Networks, Multimedia 
systems, Computing and Applied 
Physics, Communications Officer,  
Computer Programmer/ Operator/
Service Technician, Systems 
Analyst, Networks Manager, 
Software development, Internet, 
Multimedia Designer, Computer 
programmer, Network, Multimedia, 
Telecommunications, Internet, Applied 
Science – Scientific Computing, 
Technology – Computing, Information 
Technology, Computing Operations, 
Microcomputing, Animation & 
Computer Systems. 

Engineering

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS

SPEC MATHS and/or PHYSICS

& for some courses – CHEMISTRY

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Engineering may consider one 
or more of the following subjects:

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, GEOGRAPHY, 
VISUAL COMMUNICATION & DESIGN, 
COMPUTING, INFORMATION 
SYSTEMS, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY, 
PSYCHOLOGY, SYSTEMS & 
TECHNOLOGY, SPECIALIST MATHS, 
FOOD & TECHNOLOGY

• Civil, Mechanical, Electrical assume 
some knowledge of Physics.

• Some courses require ‘any Maths’ 
and/or no Physics, while most TAFE 
courses have ‘no prerequisite studies’

Possible areas for employment & courses 
include;

• Engineering, Electronics,  
Mechanical, Coastal Resource 
Management, Computer, Technology 
/ Systems / Manufacturing Systems, 
Communications, Computing, 
Electronic and Software, Civil, 
Mechanical, Building, Mining, 
Environmental, Aerospace, 
Mechatronics, Robotics, Aviation, 
Technology – Electronics, Medical 
Biophysics, Plastics Technology, 
Automotive & Product Design 
Engineering.

A wide range of occupations are available 
for Engineers, Engineering Associates  
and Technicians.

Year 12 – A Time to Excel
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General Business Studies

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (any)

BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

ADDITIONAL UNITS for some courses 
include; ACCOUNTING, LEGAL STUDIES 
& ECONOMICS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in General Business Studies  
may consider one or more of the  
following subjects:

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT, ECONOMICS, 
COMPUTING, INFORMATION SYSTEMS, 
LEGAL STUDIES, SPECIALIST MATHS, 
INFORMATION PROCESSING & 
MANAGEMENT, GLOBAL POLITICS.

• Some courses require no Maths  
or only two units of Maths

• Some courses interview applicants 
and look at the student’s range of 
subjects studied as an indication  
of interest in the area.

Courses and possible employment 
opportunities include;

• Banking & Finance, Credit 
Management, Accounting, 
Hospitality Operations, Advertising, 
International Trade, Legal Practice, 
Local Government, Marketing, Sales 
Management, Office Administration, 
Operations Management, Public 
Relation, Merchandising & Marketing, 
Real Estate, Travel & Tourism & 
Human Resources Operation, 
Transport & logistics, Health 
Information Management  
& Insurance.

General Health

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 OR LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 OR LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (any)

CHEMISTRY and/or BIOLOGY

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in General Health may consider 
one or more of the following subjects:

CHEMISTRY, HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT, COMPUTING, 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS, 
INFORMATION PROCESSING & 
MANAGEMENT, LEGAL STUDIES, 
LANGUAGES, MEDIA, PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION, PHYSICS, PSYCHOLOGY, 
SPECIALIST MATHS

•  For some courses any Mathematics  
is a prerequisite.

•   Some courses consider knowledge 
and experience in the field

Courses and careers include the following;

• Disability Services Instructor, Health 
promotions Officer, Health Sciences, 
Intellectual Disability Nurse, Nurse – 
Enrolled (SEN), Nurse – Registered 
(SRN), Occupational Therapist, 
Orthoptics, Physiotherapist, 
Prosthetics & Orthotics, Speech 
Pathologist, Myotherapy, Beauty 
Therapy, Dental Therapy, Traditional 
Chinese Medicine, Occupational 
Health & Safety, Public Health 
Management & Paramedic. 

Hospitality/Travel & Tourism

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 OR LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH /EAL 3&4 OR LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (ANY) for some courses. 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Hospitality / Travel & Tourism 
may consider one or more of the  
following subjects:

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT, ECONOMICS, 
GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, HEALTH & 
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT, LITERATURE, 
LANGUAGES, MATHS 3&4 (any), FOOD 
& TECHNOLOGY, INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, VET HOSPITALITY, VET 
BUSINESS (OFFICE) ADMINISTRATION.

• Some courses also recommend  
a Business subject in either Units  
1 and 2 and a Science subject in  
Units 3 and 4, OR a Business  
subject in Units 3 and 4 and a  
Science subject in Units 1 and 2

• Some courses require an interview, 
some knowledge of the hospitality 
industry and work experience

Possible courses & careers include;

• Hospitality, Travel & Tourism, 
Apprenticeship – Chef/Cook, Travel 
Operations, Resort Management, 
Hotel Management, Baker, Caterer, 
Cook, Confectioner, Kitchen Hand, 
Manager (hotel, motel, resort, 
restaurant), Pastry Cook, Butcher, 
Travel Agent, Tourism Manager, 
Waiter/Waitress. 
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Mathematics/Statistics/Physics

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 OR LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 OR LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS

PHYSICS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Mathematics / Statistics / 
Computing / Physics may consider  
one or more of the following subjects:

CHEMISTRY, INFORMATION 
PROCESSING & MANAGEMENT, 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS,  
COMPUTING, PHYSICS,  
PSYCHOLOGY, SPECIALIST MATHS

Specialist Maths should be considered  
if students are capable Maths students.

Courses & careers include; 

• Applied Physics, Management 
Science and Computing, Mathematics 
and Statistics, Mathematical and 
Computer Science, Scientific 
Instrumentation, Applied Physics, 
Space Science, Surveying, 
Mathematician, Statistician, 
Astronomer & Physicist. 

Medical Health Sciences

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 OR LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 OR LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS METHODS

CHEMISTRY and/or PHYSICS and/or 
BIOLOGY and/or SPECIALIST MATHS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Biological / Environmental /
Chemical / Geological / Agricultural  
Sciences may consider one or more  
of the following subjects:

BIOLOGY, HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT, PHYSICAL EDUCATION, 
PHYSICS, PSYCHOLOGY,  
SPECIALIST MATHS

Please Note: Prerequisites in this area are 
very particular. Refer to VICTER 2019. 

Possible courses include; 

• Medical Radiations, Radiography 
Biophysics & Instrumentation,  
Clinical Sciences – Osteopathy, 
Pharmacy, Health Science – 
Acupuncture, Chiropractic Science/
Clinical Science, Environmental 
Health, Biomedical Science, 
Physiotherapy, Medicine, Medical 
Laboratory Science, Optometry, 
Dental Science, Nutrition, Medical 
Science, Anaesthetist, Acupuncturist, 
Chiropractor, Dentist, Environmental 
Health Officer, Health Information 
Manager, Medical Scientist, Medical 
practice, Optometry, Pathologist, 
Radiation Therapy, Medical Laboratory 
Technician, Nutritionist.

Performing Arts, Music/Drama

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 OR LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 OR LITERATURE 3&4

DRAMA and/or MUSIC PERFORMANCE 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Performing Arts, Music /  
Drama, may consider one or more  
of the following subjects:

ART, VISUAL COMMUNICATION & 
DESIGN, HISTORY, LITERATURE,  
MEDIA, STUDIO ARTS, LANGUAGES

•  An audition and/or interview is 
required for entry into most of  
these courses. 

• Most music university courses  
have prerequisite AMEB exams – 
practical & theory. 

Courses & potential career paths include;

• Arts (majoring in Music or Drama), 
Music or Drama (including the 
Victorian College of the Arts,  
The Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music and NIDA), Performance 
Studies, Visual & Performing 
Arts, Teaching, Music Business 
Management, Music Theatre,  
Sound Production, Performing  
Arts, Theatre Technology &  
Small Companies, Actor, Director,  
Film Score Writer & Theatre Manager.

Year 12 – A Time to Excel

Lalor Secondary College VCE Handbook 2017/18   19   



Physical Education/Human 
Movement/ Sport & Recreation

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (any) & for some courses; 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION and/or BIOLOGY 
and/or CHEMISTRY and/or PHYSICS

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Physical Education / Human 
Movement may consider one or more  
of the following subjects:

ACCOUNTING, BUSINESS 
MANAGEMENT, BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, 
ECONOMICS, HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT, MATHS 3&4 (any), 
OUTDOOR & ENVIRONMENTAL 
EDUCATION, PHYSICS, PSYCHOLOGY, 
HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Many of these courses select students  
on their ATAR and also other factors  
such as sporting, recreational and 
coaching activities and participation. 
Preselection test and/or supplementary 
forms may apply.

Careers & courses include the following;

• Arts – Sports Administration,  
Business, Human Movement,  
Health Promotion, Outdoor Recreation 
& Education, Parks & Recreation, 
Park Ranger, Physical Education, 
Sports Management, Sports 
Coaching, Teaching, Sport & Leisure 
Management, Fitness Instruction, 
Sports Physiology & Sports 
Psychology.

Psychology/Welfare/Education

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

MATHS (any) for some courses. 

Note: Middle Band selection for some 
courses in Psychology / Welfare / 
Education may consider one or more  
of the following subjects:

BIOLOGY, ECONOMICS, GEOGRAPHY, 
HISTORY, HEALTH & HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT, COMPUTING, 
LITERATURE, LANGUAGES, MATHS 
3&4 (any), PSYCHOLOGY, PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION, CHEMISTRY

Many courses in this field require the 
applicant to attend an interview and 
demonstrate an understanding of the 
course, previous work experience  
and an aptitude for the course or job. 
Some courses have a minimum age  
entry requirement or previous TAFE  
course completion.

Courses & careers include; 

• Criminal Justice Administration, 
Science – Behavioural/ Psychology, 
Primary Teaching, Early Childhood 
Teaching/Studies, Teacher Education 
– Arts & Secondary Education,  
Socio-Environmental Assessment 
& Policy, Human Services, Social 
Welfare, Police Studies, Applied 
Science – Psychology, Social Work, 
Outdoor Education, Children’s 
Services, Counsellor, Youth Work  
& Welfare Studies.

Writing/Media/Public Relations 

ENGLISH/EAL 1&2 or LITERATURE 1&2

ENGLISH/EAL 3&4 or LITERATURE 3&4

LITERATURE and/or MEDIA

Note: Middle Band selection for  
some courses in Writing / Media / Public 
Relations may consider one or more  
of the following subjects:

GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, LEGAL STUDIES, 
LITERATURE, LANGUAGES, MEDIA, 
PHOTOGRAPHY, STUDIO ARTS, 
PSYCHOLOGY, GLOBAL POLITICS

• Media Arts and Professional Writing 
and Editing courses may require 
production of a folio which could 
include Photography, Video or  
Writing Folio. Attendance at an 
interview may be required.

Courses and careers include;

• Media, Communications/Professional 
Writing & Editing, Public Relations, 
Arts – Professional Writing, 
Journalism, Personnel & Industrial 
Relations, Multicultural Studies, 
Communications/Marketing,  
Policy Studies, Author, Book Editor, 
Publisher, Copywriter, Teacher  
& Video Production.
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Lalor Secondary College 
Pathways
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Subjects offered at Lalor 
Secondary College

Arts  Humanities Health 
Science subjects

• Accounting

• Business Management

• Drama

• Economics

• English

• English (EAL)

• English (Foundation Stream)

• Geography

• Global Politics

• Health and Human Development

• History – Australian

• History – Revolutions

• History – Twentieth Century

• Languages

• Legal Studies

• Literature

• Media

• Physical Education

• Sociology

• Studio Arts

• Visual Communication Design

•  VET courses are available through  
the VET cluster & a wide variety of  
courses are available for students.

Maths Science  
Technology subjects

• Biology

• Chemistry

• Computing

• Environmental Science

• Food Studies

•  Foundation Mathematics  
(Units 1 & 2 only)

• Further Mathematics

•  General Mathematics 

• Mathematical Methods

• Specialist Mathematics

• Physics

• Psychology
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VCE Programs
– Examples

VET/VCE Program – Certificate in Building & Construction

VCE Program – Engineering

VCE Program – Business/Commerce

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 English Maths – General
Product Design 
and Technology

VET – Building & 
Construction

Student Choice 
eg. Bus Man,  
Vis Comm.

Student Choice

2 English Maths – General
Product Design 
and Technology

VET – Building & 
Construction

Student Choice Student Choice

3 English Further Maths 
Product Design 
and Technology

VET – Building & 
Construction

Student Choice

4 English Further Maths 
Product Design 
and Technology

VET – Building & 
Construction

Student Choice

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 English Maths – Extension Maths Methods Physics
Student Choice 
eg. Chemistry

Student Choice 
eg. Vet Systems  
& Technology

2 English Maths – Extension Maths Methods Physics Student Choice Student Choice

3 English Specialist Maths Maths Methods Physics Student Choice

4 English Specialist Maths Maths Methods Physics Student Choice

Unit 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 English Maths Economics Legal Studies

Student Choice 
eg. Accounting, 
Bus Man, 
Computing

Student Choice

2 English Maths Economics Legal Studies Student Choice Student Choice

3 English
Maths – Methods 
or Further

Economics Legal Studies Student Choice

4 English
 Maths – Methods 
or Further

Economics Legal Studies Student Choice
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If you like working with 
numbers and like to solve 
problems, then accounting 
may be for you. You will 
develop real-life skills 
relating to your own 
financial literacy including 
budgeting, keeping financial 
records using accounting 
software, making careful 
investment decisions and 
reading and understanding 
financial data.

Unit One

Establishing and operating  
a Service Business.

The unit focuses on;

•  What are the factors relevant to 
establishing a small business?

• What are the sources and processing 
of financial data?

• What are the steps in financial 
planning and decision making?

• Examine the role of professionals  
such as Accountants in providing 
advice to achieve business success.

Unit Two

Accounting for a Trading Business

This unit focuses on the accounting and 
financial operations of a sole proprietor 
trading business, including:

• Recording and reporting accounting 
data and information.

• The strategies required to achieve 
financial success.

• Using the accrual method for 
determining profit.

• How to use commercial accounting 
software.

• How to evaluate and improve  
the performance of a business.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment will include one or more of  
the following activities; tests, case studies, 
a folio of exercises, assignments, a report 
and semester exams.

Recommendation – Units 1&2 
Accounting (60% average) is highly 
recommended.

Unit Three 

Recording and Reporting for  
a Trading Business 

This unit requires students to;

• Understand the role of accounting  
as an information system.

• Learn the double-entry system of 
recording financial data.

• Prepare reports using the accrual 
basis of accounting.

• Use the first-in first-out Perpetual 
Method of stock recording.

Unit Four

Control and Analysis of Performance

In this unit students examine;

• The sources and processing of 
financial data to reach financial 
outcomes for single-activity  
trading businesses.

• Budgeting for cash, profit and  
financial position.

• The profitability and liquidity  
of a small business.

• The limitations of financial analysis.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment includes; a folio of exercises, 
structured questions and a case study 
(with an ICT focus), plus a final exam. 
Contribution to study score:

• Coursework: 50 per cent

• End of Year Exam: 50 per cent

Accounting

“ You have to know accounting. It’s the language of practical business life. It was a very useful thing  
to deliver to civilization.”

Charlie Munger
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If you have an interest in 
plants, animals, or even 
dissections, Biology is 
definitely the subject for 
you. Looking at how the 
natural environment and 
plants and animals have 
evolved is also a feature 
of this subject. Biology is a 
useful Science and provides 
a prerequisite subject for a 
number of courses.

Prerequisites – (averages) Year 10 
General Maths 60%, Year 10 Maths 
Methods 50%, any Science 60%.

Unit One
How do living things stay alive?
This unit explores the challenges 
organisms face in sustaining life. The cell 
as the structural and functional unit of life, 
from the single celled to the multicellular 
organism, and the requirements for 
sustaining cellular processes in terms  
of inputs and outputs are studied.

Adaptations that enhance the organism’s 
survival in a particular environment and  
the role homeostatic mechanisms play  
in maintaining the internal environment  
are considered. 

Practical tasks will be undertaken to build 
experimental design and analytical skills.

Assessment may include practical reports, 
tests, data analysis, bioinformatics and  
an exam.

A student-designed investigation related  
to the survival of an organism or a species 
is also to be undertaken.

Unit Two
How is continuity of life maintained?
In this unit students focus on cell 
reproduction and the transmission of 
biological information from generation 
to generation. The process of DNA 
replication, inheritance of characteristic 
and the role of stem cells in medical 
therapies is examined. 

Students will consider the role of genetic 
knowledge in decision making about the 
inheritance of genetic condition and the 
social and ethical issues surrounding 
genetic screening.

Assessment may include practical reports, 
tests, data analysis, bioinformatics and  
an exam.

A student-directed research investigation 
into, and communication of, an issue 
related to genetics and/or reproductive 
science is also to be undertaken.

Prerequisite – Units 1&2 Biology 60% 
(average). 

Unit Three
How do cells maintain life?
The cell is a dynamic system of  
interacting molecules that define life.  
An understanding of the workings of  
the cell enables an appreciation of both  
the capabilities and the limitations of  
living organisms whether animal,  
plant, fungus or microorganism.  
The convergence of cytology, genetics  
and biochemistry makes cell biology  
one of the most rapidly evolving  
disciplines in contemporary biology.

How do cellular processes work?
In this area of study students focus on  
the cell as a complex chemical system. 
They examine the chemical nature  
of the plasma membrane to compare  
how hydrophilic and hydrophobic 
substances move across it. They model  
the formation of DNA and proteins from 
their respective subunits.

How do cells communicate?
In this area of study students focus on  
how cells receive specific signals that elicit 
a particular response. Students apply the 
stimulus-response model to the cell in 
terms of the types of signals, the position 
of receptors and the transduction of the 
information across the cell to an effector 
that then initiates a response.

Unit Four
How does life change and respond  
to challenges over time?
In this unit students consider the continual 
change and challenges to which life on 
Earth has been subjected. They investigate 
the relatedness between species and 
the impact of various change events on a 
population’s gene pool. The accumulation 
of changes over time is considered as 
a mechanism for biological evolution by 
natural selection that leads to the rise of 
new species.

How are species related?

In this area of study students focus on 
changes to genetic material over time 
and the evidence for biological evolution. 
They investigate how changes to genetic 
material lead to new species through 
the process of natural selection as a 
mechanism for evolution.

How do humans impact on  
biological process?

In this area of study students examine the 
impact of human culture and technological 
applications on biological processes.  
They apply their knowledge of the 
structure and function of the DNA molecule 
to examine how molecular tools and 
techniques can be used to manipulate  
the molecule for a particular purpose.

Assessment

Percentage contributions to the study 
score in Biology are as follows:

• 40% coursework

• 60% end of year exam

Biology

“ Biology is truly a land of unlimited possibilities. We may expect it to give us the most surprising information, 
and we cannot guess what answers it will return in a few dozen years… They may be of a kind which will 
blow away the whole of our artificial structure of hypothesis.”

Sigmund Freud
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In studying VCE Business 
Management, students 
develop knowledge and 
skills that enhance their 
confidence and ability 
to participate effectively 
as socially responsible 
and ethical members, 
managers and leaders of 
the business community, 
and as informed citizens, 
consumers and investors. 
The study of Business 
Management leads to 
opportunities across all 
facets of the business 
and management field 
such as small business 
owner, project manager, 
human resource manager, 
operations manager 
or executive manager. 
Further study can lead 
to specialisation in areas 
such as marketing, public 
relations and event 
management.

Business Management

Unit One

Planning a business

This unit covers the following:

•  How and why business ideas are 
created and developed, and explain 
the methods by which a culture of 
business innovation is generated  
in a nation

• Identifies various factors including 
taxes, laws, customers, suppliers  
and others which may affect  
business planning

• Examines the variety of influences 
such as finance, employees, location, 
impact on business plans. Students will 
generate a business plan.

Unit Two

Establishing a business

This unit covers the following:

• When establishing a business,  
owners must ensure they are 
complying with legal and financial 
record keeping requirements.  
The process of establishing  
effective policies and procedures.

• The importance of establishing a 
customer base and a marketing 
presence to achieve the objectives 
of the business, analysis effective 
marketing and public relations.

• The staffing needs for a business and 
evaluating the benefits and limitations 
of management strategies in this area.

Assessment

One or more of the following will be 
completed:

Small business investigation, research 
activity, case study, analytical exercise, 
marketing plan and examination.

Unit Three

Managing a business

This unit covers the following:

•  The key characteristics of businesses 
and their stakeholders, and an analysis 
of the relationship between corporate 
culture, management styles and 
management skills.

• The different ways to manage and 
motivate employees.

• The relationship between business 
objectives and the operations of 
a business. Business strategies 
to improve the efficiency and 
effectiveness of business operations 
will be evaluated.

Unit Four

Transforming a business

This unit covers the following:

•  The way business change may 
come about, using key performance 
indicators to analyse the performance 
of a business, discussing the driving 
and restraining forces for change and 
evaluating management strategies to 
position a business for the future.

• Identifying and evaluating the 
effectiveness of a variety of strategies 
used by managers to implement 
change and discussing the effect 
of change on the stakeholders of a 
business.

Assessment

The final exam accounts for 50% of the 
assessment. The other 50% is completed 
in school and consists of one or more of  
the following; case study, test and report.

Additional Costs

Excursion – cost approximately $15 to $30. 
Costs may be subject to change.

“ To succeed in business, to reach the top, an individual must know all it is possible to know about  
that business.”

J.P. Getty
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Chemistry

“ Chemistry itself knows altogether too well that – given the real fear that the scarcity of global resources 
and energy might threaten the unity of mankind – chemistry is in a position to make a contribution towards 
securing a true peace on Earth.”

Kenichi Fukui

Embark on a journey of 
scientific investigations  
and learn to speak the 
language of chemists.  
You may find the answers 
to questions such as what 
holds everything together 
and are diamonds forever? 
How will nanotechnology 
shape the future? How can 
‘green chemistry' assist in 
reducing pollution?  
This subject also 
emphasises how evidence 
is used to develop or refine 
chemical ideas, knowledge 
and models. Practical 
activities and experiments 
assist in developing your 
understanding of the 
chemical concepts  
and theory.

Prerequisites – (averages) Year 10 
General Maths 60%, Year 10 Maths 
Methods 50%, any Science 60%.

Unit One

How can the diversity of materials  
be explained?

The development and use of materials  
for specific purposes is an important  
human endeavour. In this unit students 
investigate the chemical properties of a 
range of materials from metals and salts 
to polymers and nanomaterials. There are 
three areas of study:

•  How can knowledge of elements 
explain the properties of matter?  
– In this area of study students focus 
on the nature of chemical elements, 
their atomic structure and their place in 
the periodic table. Students investigate 
the properties of metals and ionic 
compounds and how they are formed. 
Fundamental quantitative aspects of 
chemistry are introduced including 
the mole concept, relative atomic 
mass, percentage abundance and 
composition by mass and the empirical 
formula of an ionic compound.

•  How can the versatility of non-metals 
be explained? – In this area of study 
students explore a wide range of 
substances and materials made 
from non-metals including molecular 
substances, covalent lattices, carbon 
nanomaterials, organic compounds 
and polymers. They explore the 
modification of polymers and the use 
of carbon-based nanoparticles for 
specific applications. 

•  Research investigation – In this area  
of study students apply and extend 
their knowledge and skills developed 
in Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 
2 to investigate a selected question 
related to materials.

Unit Two

What makes water such a  
unique chemical?

Water is the most widely used solvent  
on Earth. In this unit students explore the 
physical and chemical properties of water, 
the reactions that occur in water and 
various methods of water analysis.  
There are three areas of study:

• How do substances interact with 
water? – In this area of study students 
focus on the properties of water 
and the reactions that take place 
in water including acid-base and 
redox reactions. Students relate 
the properties of water to the water 
molecule’s structure, polarity and 
bonding and explore the significance 
of water’s high specific heat capacity 
and latent heat of vaporisation for living 
systems and water supplies.

• How are substances in water 
measured and analysed? – In this area 
of study students focus on the use 
of analytical techniques, both in the 
laboratory and in the field, to measure 
the solubility and concentrations of 
solutes in water, and to analyse water 
samples for various solutes including 
chemical contaminants. 
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• Practical investigation – In this area of 
study students design and conduct a 
practical investigation into an aspect 
of water quality. The investigation 
relates to knowledge and skills 
developed in Area of Study 1 and/or 
Area of Study 2 and is conducted by 
the student through laboratory work 
and/or fieldwork.

Assessment

For Outcomes 1 and 2 in both Units,  
two of the following: practical activities, 
summary report, modelling activity, 
response to an issue, data analysis, a test.

Unit 1, Outcome 3 – a report of an 
independent investigation of a topic 
selected from Area of Study 1 and/or  
Area of Study 2, using an appropriate 
format, for example digital presentation, 
oral communication or written report.

Unit 2, Outcome 3 a report of a  
student-designed quantitative laboratory 
investigation using an appropriate  
format, for example digital presentation,  
oral communication, scientific poster  
or written report.

Additional Costs

Visit to La Trobe University, approximately 
$25. Costs may be subject to change.

Prerequisites – Chemistry Units 1&2 
70% (average). The principles studied 
will be built upon in Units 3&4.

Recommended – Maths Methods  
and/or Specialist Maths Units 1 & 2  
– 60% (average), Physics Units 1&2  
– 60% (average). 

Unit Three

How can chemical processes be 
designed to optimise efficiency?

The global demand for energy and 
materials is increasing with world 
population growth. In this unit students 
explore energy options and the chemical 
production of materials with reference 
to efficiencies, renewability and the 
minimisation of their impact on the 
environment.

•  What are the options for energy 
production?

 In this area of study students focus on 
analysing and comparing a range of 
energy resources and technologies, 
including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic 
cells and fuel cells, with reference 
to the energy transformations and 
chemical reactions involved, energy 
efficiencies, environmental impacts 
and potential applications.

• How can the yield of a chemical 
product be optimised?

 In this area of study students  
explore the factors that increase  
the efficiency and percentage yield 
of a chemical manufacturing process 
while reducing the energy demand 
and associated costs.

Unit Four

How are organic compounds 
categorised, analysed and used?

The carbon atom has unique 
characteristics that explain the diversity  
and number of organic compounds 
that not only constitute living tissues 

but are also found in the fuels, foods, 
medicines and many of the materials we 
use in everyday life. In this unit students 
investigate the structural features, bonding, 
typical reactions and uses of the major 
families of organic compounds including 
those found in food.

• How can the diversity of carbon 
compounds be explained and 
categorised?

 In this area of study students explore 
why such a vast range of carbon 
compounds is possible. They examine 
the structural features of members 
of several homologous series of 
compounds, including some of the 
simpler structural isomers, and learn 
how they are represented and named.

• What is the chemistry of food?

 Food contains various organic 
compounds that are the source  
of both the energy and the raw 
materials that the human body needs 
for growth and repair. In this area of 
study students explore the importance 
of food from a chemical perspective.

Assessment 

Percentage contributions to the study 
score in Chemistry are as follows: 

• Unit 3 School-assessed  
coursework: 16%

• Unit 4 School-assessed  
coursework: 24%

• End of year examination: 60%

Additional Costs 

Visit to VSSEC, approximately $35.  
Costs may be subject to change.
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Computing

Computing has 
revolutionised the way 
people and organisations 
communicate. Many 
aspects of our lives are now 
influenced and changed by 
the use of communication 
and information technologies 
to generate solutions to 
everyday problems.

Unit One
Computing
In this unit students focus on how data, 
information and networks can meet a 
range of users’ current and future needs.

In Area of Study 1 students collect primary 
data when investigating an issue, practice 
or event and create a digital solution that 
graphically presents the findings of the 
investigation.

In Area of Study 2 students examine  
how wireless and mobile networks operate, 
how security controls protect stored and 
transmitted data, in order to design a 
computer network. They predict the  
impact on users if the network solution 
were implemented.

In Area of Study 3 students build their 
knowledge of user interfaces and web 
authoring skills when creating a website to 
present opinions on a contemporary issue. 

Unit Two
Computing
In this unit students focus on data and  
how the application of computational, 
design and systems thinking skills support 
the creation of solutions that automate  
data processing.

In Area of Study 1 students develop  
their computational thinking skills to  
use a programming or scripting language  
to create a solution.

In Area of Study 2 students develop  
an understanding of data and how  
software tools can extract data from  
large repositories and manipulate it  
to create visualisations that are clear,  
usable and attractive.

In Area of Study 3 students create a 
solution using database management 
software and explain how they are 
personally affected by their interactions  
with a database system.

Assessment
Assessment includes one or more of  
the following; creation of an IT solution  
in response to a scenario, visual and/or  
oral presentations, a report and an end  
of semester exam.

Unit Three
Informatics
In Informatics Units 3 and 4 students 
focus on data, information and information 
systems. 

In Unit 3, students consider data and how 
it is acquired, managed, manipulated and 
interpreted to meet a range of needs. 

In Area of Study 1 students investigate how 
organisations collect data using interactive 
online solutions, such as websites and 
applications (apps), and consider how 
users process online transactions.  
They examine how a relational database 
management systems (RDBMS) stores  
and manipulates data acquired on the web. 
Students use software to create diagrams 
that show how users interact with online 
solutions and acquire knowledge and 
skills in the use of an RDBMS to create a 
solution to an identified scenario. Students 
will learn about the power and risks of 
using data as a basis for decision making.

In Area of Study 2 students complete the 
first part of a major project. They create a 
hypothesis and then find appropriate data 
from multiple data sets to confirm or refute 
this hypothesis. Their data is manipulated 
by using tools such as spreadsheets or 
databases to help with their analysis so  
that students can form a conclusion 
regarding their hypothesis. Students take 
an organised approach to problem solving 
by preparing project plans and monitoring 
the progress of the project. The second 
part of the project is completed in Unit 4.

Unit Four
Informatics
In Unit 4, students focus on strategies  
and techniques for manipulating,  
managing and securing data and 
information to meet a range of needs.

In Area of Study 1 students draw on the 
analysis and conclusion of their hypothesis 
determined in Unit 3 Outcome 2, and 
then design, develop and evaluate an 
online solution that communicates their 
conclusion. They focus on the effectiveness 
of the solution in communicating the 
conclusion and the reasonableness of 
the findings. Students use a project plan 
to monitor their progress and assess the 
effectiveness of their plan and adjustments 
in managing the project.

In Area of Study 2, students explore 
how different organisations can manage 
the storage and disposal of data and 
information to minimise security threats.

Assessment
The exam accounts for 50% of the total 
assessment. School based tasks include; 
a database solution and report, project 
management report, prototype website,  
a written report, annotated visual report,  
an onscreen user documentation and  
an IT information solution.

“  A study of informatics prepares you for just about any professional work available now or likely in the  
future and gives you skills relevant to creative and advanced aspects of other fields. Whether your interests 
lean towards the business, creative arts, humanities or scientific disciplines, or towards the subject areas  
of informatics itself, the generic knowledge and skills you will gain will continue to be relevant and useful  
and applicable as your career and personal interests change.”

Gamack, Hobbs, Pigott, The Book of Informatics
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Students examine and 
explore the ways in which 
drama gives form to, and 
makes meaning of, a 
range of social, political, 
cultural and historical 
contexts. It focuses 
on the development of 
expressive skills within 
dramatic structures and 
the development and 
performance of imagined 
characters, achieved 
through the refinement 
of skills, techniques and 
processes in the creation 
and presentation of 
dramatic works.

Recommendation – It is strongly 
recommended that students have 
completed Year 9 or 10 Drama.

Unit One 

Dramatic Storytelling

This unit focuses on creating, presenting 
and analysing a devised performance that 
includes real or imagined characters and 
is based on stimulus material that reflects 
personal, cultural and/or community 
experiences and stories. This unit also 
involves analysis of a student’s own 
performance work and of a performance 
by professional drama practitioners.  
In this unit students use performance 
styles from a range of contexts associated 
with naturalism and non-naturalism.

Students examine storytelling through 
the creation of solo and/or ensemble 
devised performance/s. They manipulate 
expressive skills in the creation and 
presentation of characters, and develop 
awareness and understanding of how 
characters are portrayed in naturalistic 
and non-naturalistic performance styles 
and document the processes they use. 
Students also gain an awareness of 
how performance is shaped and given 
meaning. They investigate a range 
of stimulus material and learn about 
stagecraft, conventions and performance 
styles from a range of contexts.

Unit Two 

Non-Naturalistic Australian Drama

This unit focuses on the use and 
documentation of the processes 
involved in constructing a devised solo 
or ensemble performance that uses 
non-naturalistic performance styles. 
Students create, present and analyse a 
performance based on a person, an event, 
an issue, a place, an artwork, a text and/or 
an icon from a contemporary or historical 
Australian context.

Students use a range of stimulus material 
in creating the performance and examine 
non-naturalistic performance styles from 
a range of contexts relevant to Australia 
and Australians. Conventions appropriate 
to the selected performance styles are 
also explored. Students’ knowledge of 
how dramatic elements can be enhanced 
or manipulated through performance is 
further developed in this unit.

Assessment

Unit One

Outcome 1 – Journal

Outcome 2 – Ensemble Performance

Outcome 3 – Structured Questions

Outcome 4 – Structured Questions 

Unit Two

Outcome 1 – Journal

Outcome 2 – Solo/ensemble Performance

Outcome 3 – Structured Questions

Outcome 4 – Structured Questions

Additional Costs 

Students will also be required to attend 
some excursions throughout the year.

Drama

“ The word theatre comes from the Greeks. It means the seeing place. It is the place people come to see the 
truth about life and the social situation.”

Stella Adler
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Recommendation – It is strongly 
recommended that students  
have completed Units 1&2 before 
attempting the Units 3&4 course.

Unit Three

Devised Non-Naturalistic Ensemble 
Performance

This unit focuses on non-naturalistic 
devised ensemble drama. Students 
explore non-naturalistic performance 
styles and associated conventions from 
a diverse range of contemporary and 
cultural performance traditions and 
work collaboratively to devise, develop 
and present an ensemble performance. 
Students use and manipulate dramatic 
elements, conventions, performance 
and expressive skills, performance styles 
and stagecraft in non-naturalistic ways 
to shape and enhance the performance. 
Students also document and evaluate 
stages involved in the creation, 
development and presentation of the 
ensemble performance.

Students also analyse a professional 
performance that incorporates  
non-naturalistic performance styles  
and production elements selected  
from the prescribed VCE Drama  
Unit 3 Playlist published annually  
on the Victorian Curriculum and 
Assessment Authority website.

Unit Four

Non-Naturalistic Solo Performance

This unit focuses on the development  
and presentation of non-naturalistic 
devised solo performances.  
Students explore non-naturalistic 
performance styles and associated 
conventions from a diverse range of 
contemporary and cultural performance 
traditions. They develop skill in extracting 
dramatic potential from stimulus material 
and use dramatic elements, conventions, 
performance styles and performance and 
expressive skills to develop and present 
a short solo performance. These skills 
are further developed as students create 
a devised solo performance in response 
to a prescribed structure. Students 
also document and evaluate the stages 
involved in the creation, development  
and presentation of a solo performance.

Assessment

Unit Three

Outcome 1 –  Journal & Ensemble 
Performance

Outcome 2 – Structured Questions

Outcome 3 – Structured Questions 

Unit Four

Outcome 1 – Mini Solo Performance

Outcome 2 – Written Report

Additional Costs 

Students will also be required to attend 
some excursions throughout the year.

Year 12 – A Time to Excel
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If you are interested in 
finding out about how 
resources are distributed, 
why governments regulate 
economies and issues such 
as poverty, inflation and  
the global financial crisis 
then Economics is a subject 
you will enjoy. Economics 
fills our newspapers and 
other media each day.  
It examines how and why 
individuals, businesses  
and governments spend 
their money. It is one of  
the major subjects in 
most tertiary business 
courses. Economics looks 
at questions such as: why 
has funding to schools 
and hospitals been cut? 
How can employment be 
increased? Do Australians 
pay too much tax?

Unit One
The behaviour of consumers  
and businesses

In this unit, students explore:

• The contributions of economics as 
a discipline and investigate some 
of the factors that motivate people 
to act in the way they do and the 
consequences of their actions.

• Their role in the economy, how they 
interact with businesses and the way 
economic models and theories have 
been developed to explain the causes 
and effects of human action.

• Fundamental economic concepts 
such as: 

 –   the motivations and consequences 
of both consumer and business 
behaviour; 

 –   basic economic models where 
consumers and businesses engage 
in mutually beneficial transactions; 

 –   how individuals might respond to 
incentives and how technology may 
have altered the way businesses and 
consumers interact.

• A simple microeconomic model 
to explain changes in prices and 
quantities traded.

Unit Two
Contemporary economic issues

In this unit students will examine economic 
issues such as:

• Economic growth and the possible 
trade-off between the pursuit of growth 
in incomes and production and the 
goal of environmental sustainability 
and long-term economic prosperity. 
Students will examine whether 
the goals of economic growth and 
environmental sustainability can be 
compatible and discuss the effect of 
different policies on the achievement  
of these important goals.

• The benefits of economic growth and 
how they are shared in an economy. 
Students will explore the concept of 
‘trade-offs’ and begin to appreciate 
that efforts to increase economic 
efficiency might lead to a more 
inequitable distribution of income. 

• The influence on the world’s living 
standards of the decisions made 
and the actions taken in the Global 
Economy. Students will investigate the 
Global Economy by investigating one 
or more contemporary global issues 
and the trade-offs involved.

Unit Three
Australia’s economic prosperity

In this unit, students will investigate:

• The role of the market in allocating 

resources and examine the factors 
that are likely to affect the price and 
quantity traded for a range of goods 
and services. Students consider 
contemporary issues to explain the 
need for government intervention in 
markets and why markets might fail to 
maximise society’s living standards as 
well as the unintended consequences 
of this government intervention.

• The factors that influence the level  
of aggregate demand and aggregate 
supply in the economy and use 
models and theories to explain how 
changes in these variables might 
influence the achievement of the 
Australian Government’s domestic 
macroeconomic goals and affect  
living standards.

• The importance of international 
economic relationships in terms  
of their influence on Australia’s  
living standards. 

Unit Four
Managing the economy

In this unit, students will:

• Develop an understanding of how 
the Australian Government can 
alter the composition and level of 
government outlays and receipts 
to directly and indirectly influence 
the level of aggregate demand 
and the achievement of domestic 
macroeconomic goals. 

• Examine the role of the Reserve Bank 
of Australia (RBA) with a focus on its 
responsibility to alter the cost and 
availability of credit in the economy 
to influence the level of aggregate 
demand and the achievement of 
domestic macroeconomic goals. 

Assessment 

The final exam contributes 50% of the total 
assessment and the other 50% consists of 
one or more of the following; essay, tests, 
folio of applied exercises. 

Economics

“ No generation has had the opportunity, as we now have, to build a global economy that 
leaves no-one behind. It is a wonderful opportunity, but also a profound responsibility” 

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton
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English is a compulsory 
subject for most students. 
It provides a range of ‘real 
life' skills and helps in many 
areas such as providing 
the means to write a letter 
about something you feel 
strongly about, winning an 
argument, enhancing your 
communication skills and 
recognising how writers  
and speakers use language 
to try to persuade you. 

Unit One 
1. Reading and creating texts.

2. Analysing and presenting argument.

Unit Two 
1. Reading and comparing texts.

2. Analysing and presenting argument.

Assessment
Assessment may take the following forms 
and will consist of at least eight pieces of 
formal assessment throughout the year.

• Text response essay

• Comparative essay

• Oral presentation

• Language analysis task

• Examination (at the end of both 
Semester One and Two).

Unit Three
1. Reading and creating texts.

2. Analysing argument.

Unit Four
1. Reading and comparing texts.

2. Presenting argument.

Assessment 

School assessed coursework for Units 
3 and 4 contribute to 50% of the final 
study score with the three hour end of 
year examination contributing 50% to the 
final score. School based assessment 
will include; text response essays, an oral 
presentation, a language analysis task and 
two pieces of writing for the area of study; 
Creating and Presenting. 

English

“ The limits of my language are the limits of my world!” 

Ludwig Wittgenstein
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This subject provides 
additional support for 
students who struggle  
with the knowledge,  
skills and understanding 
of English concepts and 
texts. It would provide an 
opportunity for students 
lacking confidence in 
English who wish to 
complete a VCE pathway. 
Students will complete  
the Units One and Two 
English Outcomes through 
the study of texts which  
are more accessible.  
All skills needed for Units 
Three and Four English  
will be developed and 
taught within the course, 
but in a more specific, 
detailed and differentiated 
manner, dictated by the 
needs of the students  
in the class.

Entry to this subject will be determined 
in consultation with individual students, 
parents, student managers and English 
teachers at the Year Ten level. Students 
will only be permitted to enrol in English 
(Foundation Stream) if they have a genuine 
need of receiving additional support.  
This will be determined based on 
examining students’ assessment results 
and/or additional classwork as evidence.

Unit One
1. Reading and creating texts

2. Analysing and presenting argument

Unit Two
1. Reading and comparing texts

2. Analysing and presenting argument

Assessment 

Assessment may take the following forms 
and will consist of at least eight pieces of 
formal assessment throughout the year.

• Text response essay

• Comparative essay

• Oral presentation

• Language analysis task

• Examination (at the end of both 
Semester One and Two)

Texts:

Students will purchase three written  
texts, which will be indicated on the  
book list, as well as two text books  
to build English skills.

English (Foundation Stream)
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EAL caters for students 
who have had less than 
seven years of their formal 
schooling in English. 
The course has formal 
admission requirements  
set out by VCAA and 
students need to meet 
these in order to enrol in 
EAL. Further information 
can be gained from the 
Year 11 Student Managers.

Units One and Two
The focus in Units One and Two is to  
read and respond to texts analytically  
and creatively. Students will develop  
their skills in creating written, spoken  
and multimodal texts. Students will be  
able to analyse how argument and 
persuasive language are used.

In Unit One students will complete 
analytical and creative responses to texts. 
Students will draw on key knowledge  
and key skills to create their own text  
for an intended audience.

Areas of study:
1. Reading and creating texts.

2. Analysing and presenting argument

In Unit Two students will compare  
the ideas, issues and themes in texts. 
Students understanding of one text will  
be considered against another text in 
written form. Students will analyse how 
argument and persuasive language 
attempt to influence an audience and  
in doing so present a point of view.

Areas of study:
1. Reading and comparing texts.

2. Analysing and presenting argument.

Assessment

Assessment tasks include; a text response 
essay, a creative response, a language 
analysis task, a listening task and a 
comparative essay.

Units Three and Four
The focus in Units Three and Four 
is to read and respond analytically 
and creatively; students will analyse 
arguments and the use of persuasive 
texts. Comprehension of a spoken text is 
also a key element of EAL. Students will 
develop, explore and compare meaningful 
connections between two texts.

The main areas students study include 
reading and creating texts, analysing 
argument, listening to texts, reading and 
creating texts and presenting argument.

Assessment

In Unit Three students complete a text 
response essay, a creative response,  
an analysis and comparison of texts that 
present a point of view and comprehension 
of a spoken text. In Unit Four students will 
write a detailed comparison of two texts 
and present a viewpoint in oral form.

School assessed coursework for Units  
3 & 4 contributes 50% of the final 
assessment and the end of year 
examination also contributes 50%.

English as an Additional Language (EAL)

“ One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages open every door along the way.” 

Frank Smith
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Are you interested in 
environmental issues?  
Do you want to know more 
about the earth's structure 
and the impact of humans 
on the environment?  
If you do, then this is a 
subject you will enjoy.
Please Note: Units One and Two will be 
offered in 2017 whilst in 2018 Units Three 
and Four will be offered as a pathway for 
students if there is sufficient demand.

Unit One 

How are Earth’s systems connected?

This unit focuses on the examination 
of the Earth as a set of four interacting 
systems: the atmosphere, biosphere, 
hydrosphere and lithosphere. Through 
a systems perspective, it explores the 
physical requirements for life and considers 
the effects of natural and human-induced 
changes in ecosystems. Investigations are 
conducted into the physical environment, 
the function of local ecosystems and the 
interactions that occur in and between 
ecological components over different 
timescales. Consideration of the biotic and 
abiotic components of local ecosystems 
can be monitored and measured. 

Unit Two 

How can pollution be managed? 

This unit explores the concept of pollution 
and associated impacts on the Earth’s 
four systems through global, national and 
local perspectives. Examination of wastes, 
contaminants and pollutants is undertaken 
and the management of pollution is 
considered. The effects of pollutants on  
the health of humans and the environment 
over time are analysed. The rules for 
the use, treatment and disposal of 

pollutants are considered and the different 
perspectives of those who are affected by 
pollutants are evaluated. The significance 
of technology, government initiatives, 
communities and individuals in redressing 
the effects of pollutants are examined,  
The relationship between the Earth’s  
four systems and the impact of pollutant 
effects on each system are examined.  
The factors affecting the nature and impact 
of pollution are looked at. A comparison  
of three pollutants of national and/or global 
significance and their effects in  
the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere 
and lithosphere is conducted and 
management options considered. 

Assessment 

Tasks include one or more of the following; 
fieldwork and report, written report, 
practical investigation, case study, tests 
and exams and a multimedia report.

Unit Three

How can biodiversity and 
development be sustained? 

In this unit students focus on environmental 
management through the examination  
and application of sustainability principles. 
They explore the concept of biodiversity,  
its value and management and the services 
provided to all living things.  
The threats to biodiversity and 
management of selected threatened 
endemic species are looked at through 
scientific principles. Students use a 
selected environmental science case  
study explore management and 
sustainability at an Earth systems scale, 
including impact on the atmosphere, 
biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere.

Unit Four

How can the impacts of human 
energy use be reduced? 

In this unit students analyse the social 

and environmental impacts of energy 
production and use on society and  
the environment. They explore the 
interacting systems of water, air, land  
and living organisms that influence 
climate, focusing on both local and global 
scales. Students examine scientific 
concepts and principles associated with 
energy, compare efficiencies of the use 
of renewable and non-renewable energy 
resources, and consider how science can 
be used to reduce the impacts of energy 
production and use. Greenhouse effects 
and their impacts on living things and the 
environment, including climate change  
are examined. Students develop skills  
in data interpretation, extrapolation  
and interpolation, test predictions.  
and reliability of evidence.

Assessment

Tasks include one or more of the following; 
Practical investigation, Scientific poster, 
journal/logbook, research evaluation, data 
analysis, model, structured questions, 
graphic organiser, media analysis.

Environmental Science

“ The object is to teach the student to see the land, to understand what he sees, and enjoy  
what he understands.” 

Aldo Leopold
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Unit One
Food Origins
This unit focuses on food from historical and 
cultural perspectives. Students investigate 
the origins and roles of food through time 
and across the world. In Area of Study 
1 students explore how humanity has 
historically sourced its food, examining the 
general progression from hunter-gatherer 
to rural-based agriculture, to today’s urban 
living and global trade in food. Students 
consider the origins and significance of 
food through inquiry into particular food-
producing regions of the world.

Areas of study:
1. Food around the world.
2. Food in Australia.

Unit Two
Food Makers
In this unit students investigate food 
systems in contemporary Australia. Area 
of Study 1 focuses on commercial food 
production industries, while Area of Study 
2 looks at food production in small-scale 
domestic settings, as both a comparison 
and complement to commercial production. 
Students gain insight into the significance of 
food industries to the Australian economy 
and investigate the capacity of industry to 
provide safe, high-quality food that meets 
the needs of consumers.

Areas of study:
1. Food Industries.
2. Food in the Home.

Assessment
The assessment is:

• A range of practical activities, with 
records that reflect on two of the 
practical activities that use ingredients 
found in earlier cultures. Records 
can include production plans and 
evaluations of products or analysis of 
dietary intake. In addition, 

• A short written report: media analysis, 
research inquiry, historical timeline, 
comparative food-testing analysis or 
product evaluation

• An oral presentation
• A practical demonstration
• A video or podcast.

Additional Costs 
Cost $75 per semester to cover food and 
materials. Costs may be subject to change.

Unit Three
Food in daily life
This unit investigates the many roles and 
everyday influences of food. Area of Study 
1 explores the science of food: our physical 
need for it and how it nourishes and 
sometimes harms our bodies. Students 
investigate the physiology of eating and 
appreciating food, and the microbiology 
of digestion. They also investigate the 
functional properties of food and the 
changes that occur during food preparation 
and cooking. They analyse the scientific 
rationale behind the Australian Dietary 
Guidelines and the Australian Guide to 
Healthy Eating (see www.eatforhealth.gov.au) 
and develop their understanding of diverse 
nutrient requirements.

Areas of study:
1. The Science of Food.
2. Food Choice, Health and Wellbeing.

Assessment
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 
will contribute 30% to the study score.
The assessment tasks are:

•  A range of practical activities and 
records of two practical activities 
related to the functional properties of     
components of food and two practical 
activities related to healthy meals for 
children and families.

Any one or a combination of the following:
•  A short written report: media analysis, 

research inquiry, structured questions, 
case study analysis

•  An annotated visual report
•  An oral presentation or a practical 

demonstration
•  A video or podcast.

Unit Four
Food issues, challenges and futures
In this unit students examine debates 
about global and Australian food systems. 
Area of Study 1 focuses on issues about 
the environment, ecology, ethics, farming 

practices, the development and application 
of technologies, and the challenges of 
food security, food safety, food wastage, 
and the use and management of water 
and land. Students research a selected 
topic, seeking clarity on current situations 
and points of view, considering solutions 
and analysing work undertaken to solve 
problems and support sustainable futures.

Areas of study:
1. Environment and ethics.
2. Navigating food information.

Assessment
School-assessed Coursework for Unit 4 
will contribute 30% to the study score.

The assessment tasks are:

•  A range of practical activities and 
records of two practical activities 
related to sustainable and/or ethical 
food choices and two practical 
activities related to healthy food 
choices based on the Australian  
Guide to Healthy Eating.

•  A written report that includes 
a selected food related topic, 
explanation of concerns related to 
environment, ethics and/or equity, 
analysis of work being done to solve 
problems and support solutions, 
and a conclusion outlining major 
findings and suggested set of practical 
guidelines for food consumers.

Any one or combination of the following:

•  A short written report: media analysis, 
research inquiry, structured questions, 
case study analysis

•  An annotated visual report
•  An oral presentation or a practical 

demonstration
•  A video or podcast.

The level of achievement for Units 3 and 
4 is also assessed by an end-of-year 
examination.

Contribution to final assessment.

The examination will contribute 40%.

Additional Costs 
Cost $75 per semester to cover food and 
materials. Costs may be subject to change.

Food Studies

“ Cooking is an art and patience a virtue... Careful shopping, fresh ingredients and an unhurried approach 
are nearly all you need. There is one more thing – love. Love for food and love for those you invite to  
your table. With a combination of these things you can be an artist.” 

Keith Floyd
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Geography is the study 
of where geographical 
features are located and 
why they are there, what 
makes one place different 
from another and how 
and why these differences 
matter. The study of 
Geography attempts to 
explain characteristics of 
the Earth's human and 
natural environments 
through the use of spatial 
concepts such as location, 
distribution, region, spatial 
interaction and spatial 
change over time. 
Please Note: Units One and Two only  
will be offered in 2017 whilst in 2018  
Units Three and Four will be offered  
as a pathway for students if there is 
sufficient demand.

The knowledge and skills developed in 
this study have relevance and practical 
application for students’ everyday lives 
and will enhance their ability to influence 
decisions about the environments in  
which they live.

Unit One
Hazards and Disasters
Students undertake an overview of hazards 
before investigating two contrasting types 
of hazards and the responses to them by 
people. Students examine the processes 
involved with hazards and hazard events, 
including their causes and impacts,  
human responses to hazard events  
and interconnections between human 
activities and natural phenomena.  
This unit investigates how people have 
responded to specific types of hazards, 
including attempts to reduce vulnerability 
to, and the impact of, hazard events. 

Classification of hazards by cause is 
looked at and the interconnections 
between types of hazards are examined.

Unit Two
Tourism
In this unit students investigate the 
characteristics of tourism, with particular 
emphasis on where it has developed,  
its various forms, how it has changed  
and continues to change and its impacts  
on people, places and environments.  
They select contrasting examples of 
tourism from within Australia and elsewhere 
in the world to support their investigations. 
The local, regional and global factors 
influencing tourism are examined.  
The inter-relationship between the growth 
and management of tourism and the need 
to ensure environmentally sustainable and 
economically viable tourism is considered.

Assessment
In Unit One students complete a selection 
of the following tasks; Multimedia 
presentation, research report, field 
Investigation and report, data processing 
and examination based on class work.

In Unit Two students complete a selection 
of the following tasks: a Multimedia 
presentation, field investigation and  
report, research and analysis report,  
field Investigation, data processing and  
an examination based on class work.

Unit Three
Changing the Land
This unit focuses on two investigations 
of geographical change: change to land 
cover and change to land use. Land cover 
includes biomes such as forest, grassland, 
tundra and wetlands, as well as land 
covered by ice and water and students 
study the factors and interconnections 
affecting these land covers. Students 
investigate three major processes that  
are changing land cover in many regions 
of the world: deforestation, desertification, 
and melting glaciers and ice sheets. 
They select one location for each of the 
three processes to develop a greater 
understanding of the changes to land 

cover produced by these processes.  
At a local scale students investigate land 
use change using appropriate fieldwork 
techniques and secondary sources.

Unit Four
Human population  
– trends and issues
In this unit students investigate the 
geography of human populations. 
They explore the patterns of population 
change, movement and distribution, 
and how governments, organisations 
and individuals have responded to those 
changes in different parts of the world. 
In this unit, students study population 
dynamics before undertaking an 
investigation into two significant population 
trends arising in different parts of the 
world. They examine the dynamics of 
populations and their economic, social, 
political and environmental impacts on 
people and places. This unit investigates 
the geographic characteristics of global 
phenomena and responses to them. 

Assessment Tasks
In Unit 3 students complete:

•  School Assessed Tasks (25%)
•  Data analysis and interpretation
•  Multimedia presentation
•  Field Investigation Report

In Unit 4 students complete:
•  School Assessed Tasks (25%)
•  Data analysis and interpretation
•  Multimedia presentation on population 

demographics
•  End of year examination will account  

for 50% of the total grade for Unit 3 
and Unit 4.

Geography

“ Geography is important because we are inextricably linked to the world we live in. We can 
only live on this planet with a knowledge of how it works and a commitment to respect it”

Anonymous
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Global Politics

Global Politics is the  
study of contemporary 
power at both national  
and global levels.  
Through this study  
students explore, explain 
and evaluate national  
and global political issues, 
problems and events,  
the forces that shape these 
and responses to them.
Please Note: Units One and Two only  
will be offered in 2017 whilst in 2018  
Units Three and Four will be offered  
as a pathway for students if there is 
sufficient demand.

Unit One 

The National Citizen

Students are introduced to the study 
of politics as the exercise of power by 
individuals, groups and nation-states. 
Students consider key concepts related 
to power and influence, types of power, 
political ideology and values, political 
involvement and active citizenship.  
The nature of and philosophical  
ideas behind democracy are studied,  
as well as the operation and nature of 
contemporary Australian representative 
democracy. Students examine the 
reasons why people seek political power, 
the characteristics of successful political 
activists and leaders, and the political  
ideas that motivate them. The ways in 
which political power is exercised and  
how that power is challenged and  
resisted by others is explored.  
Students also examine the role  
and influence of social and political 
movements as methods of organising 
political ideas and action.

Unit Two 

The Global Citizen

This unit focuses on the contemporary 
international community. Students examine 
their place within this community through 
considering the debate over the existence 
of the ‘global citizen’. They explore  
the myriad ways their lives have 
been affected by the increased 
interconnectedness – the global threads  
– of the world through the process  
of globalisation. Students consider  
the extent to which the notion of an 
international community exists, and 
investigate its ability to manage areas  
of global cooperation and respond to 
issues of global conflict and instability.

Unit Three

Global Actors

Students investigate the key global  
actors in twenty-first century global 
politics. They use contemporary evidence 
to analyse the key global actors and their 
aims, roles and power. They develop an 
understanding of the key actors through  
an in-depth examination of the concepts  
of national interest and power as they 
relate to the state, and the way in which 
one Asia-Pacific state uses power within 
the region to achieve its objectives.

Unit Four

Global Challenges

Students investigate key global  
challenges facing the international 
community in the twenty-first century. 
They examine and analyse the debates 
surrounding two ethical issues, which are 
underpinned by the contested notion of 
global citizenship. They then evaluate the 
effectiveness of responses to these issues. 
Students also explore the context and 
causes of global crises, and consider  
the varying effectiveness of responses  
and challenges to solving them.

Assessment

Assessment will comprise one or  
more of the following: Multimedia 
Presentation, Visual representation,  
Case Study, Essay, Report, Test, 
Structured Questions, Short Answer 
Questions and Extended Response.

“ Remember that our nation’s first great leaders, were also our first great scholars”

Former U.S. President John F. Kennedy

Global Politics is the study of the political, 
social, cultural and economic forces that 
shape interactions between state and 
non-state actors in the twenty-first century. 
It examines the interconnectedness 
of twenty-first century global citizens 
and the impact of globalisation on 
culture, language, human rights and the 
environment. It examines the nature and 
effectiveness of key global actors in the 
twenty-first century and global challenges, 
including human rights, people movement, 
development issues and weapons 
proliferation. It explores the nature of global 
crises such as environmental degradation, 
war and terrorism, and the effectiveness  
of responses and proposed solutions  
by key global actors.
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Health and Human 
Development is a subject 
that can be used in 
everyday life. You learn 
about the physical, mental 
and social health and 
development across  
the human lifespan,  
as well as the factors  
that determine these.

Unit One 
The Health & Development  
of Australia’s Youth

This unit focuses on the health  
and individual human development  
of Australia’s youth, and explores  
the inter-relationships that exist  
between them. Students develop 
understanding of a range of determinants 
and their ability to influence youth health 
and individual human development. 
Students explore the importance  
of nutrition and the developmental 
functions it performs in the body and  
the effects it has on the health and 
individual human development of youth. 
Students investigate in detail one health 
issue relevant to youth. They explore  
the impact of this health issue on  
all dimensions of youth health and 
individual human development.

Areas of Study

• Understanding youth health  
and human development

• Youth Issues

Unit Two 
Individual Human Development  
and Health Issues

This unit focuses on the health and 
individual human development of 

Australia’s unborn children, children 
and adults. Students investigate how 
the determinants, including physical 
environment, biological, behavioural  
and social influence prenatal health  
and individual human development.

Areas of Study
• Prenatal health and individual 

development

• Child health and individual 
development

• Adult health and individual 
development

Assessment

Students complete one or more of  
the following: Case study analysis, data 
analysis, visual presentation, multimedia 
presentation, oral presentation, test and 
written report.

Unit Three 
Australia’s Health 

In this Unit students develop an 
understanding of the level of health  
of Australians by investigating the  
impact of diseases and the health of 
certain population groups in Australia. 
Students use key health measures 
to compare and analyse how the 
determinants of health may contribute 
to these population variations. Students 
will also investigate the priority areas of 
health that have a significant impact on the 
population at a national level. These areas 
represent the disease groups with the 
burden and potential costs. Consequently, 
students will analyse initiatives designed  
to promote health relevant to these areas 
and link the important role that nutrition  
has in a number of these conditions.

Lastly, the different models of health 
and health promotion are studied. This 
details the roles and responsibilities of 
each level of governments in addressing 
the needs of the nation’s when providing 

a national health system and promotion 
initiatives. They will also examine the role of 
organisations in promoting healthy eating.

Areas of Study:

• Understanding Australia’s health

• Promoting health in Australia

Unit Four
Global Health and Human 
Development

This Unit explores global health,  
human development and sustainability. 
Students contrast the health status of 
people living in developing countries 
against Australia and the reasons for 
these differences. The roles of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
are addressed in relation to achieving 
improvements. The role of international 
organisations such as the United Nations 
and the World Health Organisation is 
explored when attempting to achieve 
improvements in health and human 
development.  Strategies are designed 
to promote health and sustainable 
human development globally, as well 
as investigating Australia’s contribution 
to international health through the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
and other non-government organisations.

Areas of Study

• Introducing global health and human 
development

• Promoting global health and human 
development

Assessment

The final exam accounts for 50%  
of the total mark. The other 50% is 
assessed through a range of school  
based tasks which include one or more  
of the following tasks: Case study  
analysis, data analysis, visual presentation, 
multimedia presentation, oral presentation, 
test and written report.

Health & Human Development

“ Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being, and not merely the absence  
of disease or infirmity”

World Health Organisation
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Does History repeat itself? 
How does History and what 
has happened in the past 
influence our lives today? 
Make the past and present 
come alive as you examine 
the process of change!

Unit One

Twentieth Century History 
1918 - 1939 

In Unit 1, students explore the nature  
of political, social and cultural change in 
the period between the wars. The period 
after World War One was characterised 
by significant social and cultural change in 
the contrasting decades of the 1920’s and 
1930’s. Students will explore the events, 
ideologies and movements that lead to 
World War Two.

Unit Two

Twentieth Century History 
1945 - 2000

In Unit 2 students explore the nature and 
impact of the Cold War, the challenges and 
changes to existing political, economic  
and social arrangements in the second 
half of the twentieth century. Students 
investigate the causes of the Cold War 
in the aftermath of World War Two. 
They investigate the significant events, 
developments and the consequences  
for nations and people 1945-1991. 

Assessment 

Assessment will include one or  
more of the following tasks; analytical 
exercise or report, an analysis of  
historical interpretation, a research  
report and an essay.

History – 20th Century History 

“ If you don’t know history, then you don’t know anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part  
of a tree.”

Michael Crichton
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History – Australian History 

“ Unless we learn from history, we are destined to repeat it. This is no longer merely an academic exercise, 
but may contain our worlds fate and our destiny.”

Alex Haley

To understand our present 
we must investigate our 
past. Australian History is 
the study of how the impact 
of the first European settlers 
has affected every facet 
of our lives. This subject 
traces the development 
of our society, politics, 
organisations, culture  
and visions to obtain  
an understanding of  
where we have come  
from and, possibly,  
where we may go.

Unit Three

Transformations:  
Colonial Society to nation

In this Unit, students explore the 
transformation of the Port Phillip  
District (late Victoria) from the 1930’s 
through to the end of the tumultuous  
gold rush decade in 1960. They examine 
the transformations in the way of life  
of the aboriginal peoples and to the 
environment as the European society 
consolidated itself. Students explore the 
type of society Australians attempted 
to create in the early years of the newly 
federated nation and they evaluate the 
effect that Australian involvement in World 
War One had on the country’s egalitarian 
and socially progressive aspirations.

Unit Four 

Transformations:  
Old certainties and new visions

In this Unit, students investigate  
the continuing development of the  
nation in the early part of the twentieth 
century and the dramatic changes that 
occurred in the latter part of the century. 
Students will focus on one of the  
crisis faced by the nation:  
The Great Depression 1929 – 1939  
or World War Two 1939 – 1945.

In the second Area of Study, students 
explore social, economic and political 
changes in the latter part of the twentieth 
century that challenged Australia’s earlier 
constructed society. Students will examine 
two changes drawn from Australia’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War,  
Aboriginal land rights, equality for  
women, new patterns of immigration  
and/or a global economy. 

Assessment

The final exam contributes 50% to  
the total assessment and the other  
50% is based on school assessment  
tasks such as analysis of visual  
and written documents, essays,  
an historiographical exercise and  
a research report.
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History – Revolutions

Students learn about  
a regime within society  
prior to the revolution and 
the factors that enabled  
the revolution to occur. 
They study the role of 
leaders and ideology  
in the revolutions and 
examine the crises  
that arose during  
the revolutions.

Finally they determine 
whether the revolution 
brought about change 
to the existing social 
structures or whether  
more continuities could  
be found between the  
‘old' and ‘new' regimes.

Unit Three
This unit focuses on the French  
Revolution and examines the role  
of ideas, leaders and events leading  
up to the revolution. It also analyses  
the challenges facing the emerging  
new order and the way in which attempts 
were made to create a new society.

Unit Four
Unit Four focuses on the Russian Revolution. 
Students learn about the regime within 
society prior to the revolution and the 
factors that enabled the revolution to 
occur. The unit also examines the impact 
of the Russian Revolution and the impact  
it had on creating a new society.

Assessment
The final exam contributes 50% to  
the final assessment. School based 
assessment includes one or more of 
the following; research report, historical 
exercise, an analysis of an historical 
representation and an essay.

“ A revolution is the struggle to the death between the future and the past.”

Fidel Castro
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“ Language is not a genetic gift, it is a social gift. Learning a new language is becoming a member  
of the club – the community of speakers of that language.” 

Frank Smith

Italian is a great example  
of a subject where the  
work truly pays dividends 
and at the end, you have 
skills that you can use  
for life. In this subject you 
learn all about the Italian 
language, as well as the 
customs and traditions of 
Italy. An extra consideration 
is the extra bonus points 
the subject adds to your 
VCE ATAR score. If you 
are good at languages you 
should seriously consider 
completing a language 
subject as part of your VCE.

Prerequisites – Students need to have 
completed Year 10 Italian or equivalent.

These units are designed to extend 
students’ knowledge and skills in  
listening, speaking, reading and writing 
the Italian language. These Units broaden 
students’ knowledge of the Italian culture, 
Italy’s history and Italy’s place in the 
European Union. 

This study is also designed to enable 
students to:

•  Use Italian to communicate  
with others

•  Understand and appreciate the 
cultural contexts in which Italian 
is used

•  Understand their own culture(s) 
through the study of other cultures

•  Understand language as a system

•  Make connections between Italian  
and English

•  Apply Italian to work, further study, 
training or leisure.

Unit One
There are three prescribed themes 
including; the individual – personal 
identity, relationships, health and leisure, 
education and aspirations, the Italian 
Speaking Communities – historical 
perspectives, lifestyle in Italy and abroad, 
the Arts and entertainment, social  
and contemporary issues and the 
Changing World – the world of work, 
technology, trade and commerce,  
tourism and hospitality.

Unit Two
In Unit Two there are three prescribed 
themes: the individual – personal world, 
education and aspirations, personal 
opinions and values, the Italian speaking 
communities – lifestyles, historical 
perspectives, the Arts and entertainment 
and the changing world – social  
issues, the world of work, scientific  
and technological issues.

Assessment

Tasks include writing task,  
comprehension, oral presentation  
and end of semester exams.

It is expected that the students respond 
in Italian to all assessment tasks that are 
selected to address Outcome 1 and 3.  
Of the two tasks required for Outcome 2, 
one should require a response in Italian 
and the other a response in English.

Unit Three
In Italian students are required to  
undertake a detailed study in Units  
three and four. Students need to be  
able to demonstrate their knowledge  
and skills through; creating text focusing 
on an event or experience, analysing  
and using information from spoken  
texts and exchange information,  
opinions and experiences.

Unit Four
Students further develop their knowledge 
and skills through identifying, extracting 
and using information, interpreting and 
evaluating texts and accurately conveying 
understanding. Students also respond 
to spoken and written texts which reflect 
aspects of the language and culture of 
Italian speaking communities. 

Languages: Italian
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Legal Studies

Do you enjoy reading and 
discussing legal issues?  
Do you know what your 
rights and responsibilities 
are? Are you interested 
in how laws change over 
time and whether a court 
decision is just and fair?  
If you have answered ‘yes' 
to these questions you  
will enjoy Legal Studies.

Unit One

Criminal Law in Action

In this unit students examine the need 
for laws in society. They investigate key 
features of criminal law, how it is enforced 
and adjudicated. They also look at the 
possible outcomes and impacts of crime 
in our society. Through a consideration 
of contemporary cases and issues, 

students learn about crimes and explore 
rights and responsibilities under criminal 
law. Students also learn about the role of 
parliament and subordinate authorities 
as well as the impact of the Victorian 
Charter of Rights and Responsibilities. 
Students are introduced to processes and 
procedures used by courts hearing and 
resolving criminal cases and consider the 
effectiveness of the criminal justice system. 

Unit Two

Issues in Civil Law 

In this unit, students examine the  
rights that are protected by civil Law.  
They investigate types of civil laws  
(such as Torts and Contract Law) and  
look at related cases and issues to develop 
an appreciation of the role of Civil Law 
in society and how it affects them as 
individuals. This unit also focuses on how 
civil disputes are resolved through judicial 
determination and alternative methods in 
courts, tribunals and independent bodies. 
Students also consider how individuals  
can play a part in influencing change in  
the law by taking a case to court. In this 
unit, there is a focus on cases that have 
had a broad impact on the legal system 
and the rights of individuals.

Assessment 

Tasks include three major assessments 
and an exam. The type of assessment 
may include one or more of the following: 
Structured assignment, essay, mock  
or role play, folio and report, case study, 
test or report. There is also a report on a 
visit to a prison as part of the course.

Unit Three 

Law Making

In this unit students develop an 
understanding of the institutions that 
determine our laws and their law making 
powers and processes. They learn to 

evaluate the effectiveness of law making 
bodies such as parliament and the courts. 
They investigate the key features and 
operation of parliament and influences 
on law making, Students develop an 
understanding of the importance of the 
Constitution and undertake a comparative 
analysis with another country. They also 
analyse High Court interpretation of 
the Constitution and the way if affects 
law making powers. They examine the 
effectiveness of courts as law makers  
and the relationships that exist between 
courts and parliament.

Unit Four

Resolution and Justice

In this unit students examine the 
institutions that adjudicate criminal 
cases and civil disputes. They also look 
at alternatives to courts such (VCAT) 
tribunals and the various methods used to 
resolve civil disputes. Students investigate 
processes and procedures followed in 
courtrooms as well as pre trial and post 
trial criminal and civil procedure.  
They develop an understanding of  
the adversary system of trial and the  
jury system. Using elements of an effective  
legal system they consider the effectiveness 
of court processes and procedures and 
consider reforms or changes.

Assessment 

School based tasks will include one 
or more of the following: a case study, 
structured questions, a test, an essay, 
a report in written format, a report in 
multimedia format, a folio of exercises.  
The final end of year exam contributes 
50% of the total assessment for this 
subject. Students also attend an  
excursion to the County Court and 
Supreme Court of Victoria.

Costs

Participation in various excursions  
is a requirement of the course.

“ There is no better way to exercise the imagination than the study of law.”

Jean Giraudoux
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Literature improves your 
English skills and helps with 
subjects across the board. 
It exposes you to classical 
and modern literature and 
broadens your general 
knowledge. If you have  
a passion for reading and 
wish to read and view a 
variety of challenging texts, 
this subject is the one for 
you! You may decide to 
study Literature instead  
of, or as well as, English.

Prerequisite – Year 10 English  
– 60% (average).

Students focus on the close study  
of a range of different kinds of texts.  
This includes poetry, plays, novels,  
short stories and films. Texts from a  
range of different genres, styles and 
historical periods are examined.  
The structure of texts is a focus,  
as well as the language used by authors  
to create meaning. The complexities  
within the text are examined by  
students and they explore the historical 
and cultural contexts of each one. 
Students write responses to text in  
formal and structured ways, but also 
complete more personal journal-style 
tasks, and they explore their own 
interpretations of each text in a  
thoughtful manner.

Unit One
Approaches to Literature

1.  Reading practices

2.  Ideas and concerns in texts

Unit Two
Context and Connections

1.  The text, the reader and their contexts

2.  Exploring connections between texts

Assessment 

Assessment may take the following forms:

• Analytical essay

• Comparative essay

• Journal entries

• Film review

• Oral presentation

• Examination (at the end of  
both Semester One and Two)

Texts:

Students will purchase four texts for  
study throughout the semester including 
two plays, a collection of short stories  
and a novel.

Prerequisites (averages) – English/
Literature – 60%. If Literature is the  
only Unit Three English selected – 
English – 70% (average).

Units Three and Four
The focus in Units Three and Four  
is on the way writers construct their  
work and how meaning is created. 
Students respond critically and creatively 
to texts. Students consider how the form 
of the text affects meaning and generates 
different expectations in readers, the ways 
texts represent views and values and 
comment on human experience.

Unit Three
Form and Transformation 

1. Adaptations and Transformations

2. Creative Responses to Text 

Unit Four
Interpreting Text

1. Literary Perspectives

2. Close Analysis

Assessment 

School assessed coursework for  
Units 3 and 4 contributes to 50% of  
the final assessment and the end-of-year 
examination contributes 50% to the final 
assessment. School tasks include;  
a comparative essay, analytical essay, 
review analysis, creative response, 
reflective commentary and an 
interpretative essay.

Literature

“ That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover that your longings are universal longings,  
that you’re not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.” 

F. Scott Fitzgerald
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VCE Mathematics Pathways

“ The best investment is an education. It compounds exponentially”

Anonymous

Year 11 – Units 1 & 2 Year 12 – Units 3 & 4

Foundation Maths No Units 3 & 4

General Maths Further Maths 3 & 4

Maths Methods 1 & 2
Maths Methods 3 & 4 and/or 

Further Maths 3 & 4

Maths Methods 1 & 2 and
Specialist Maths 1 & 2

Maths Methods 3 & 4 and  
Specialist Maths 3 & 4

*  NB Specialist Maths 1 & 2 is not required  
for Specialist Maths 3 & 4, but it is highly  
recommended that students do this  
subject at Year 11.

Prerequisites

Year 10 requirements to 
study Units 1 & 2 (average)

Units 1 & 2
Year 11 requirements to 
study Units 1 & 2 (avg)

Units 3 & 4

Maths Methods – 30% 
General Maths – 40% 

Foundation Maths – 50%

Foundation 
Maths – No Units 

3 & 4

Maths Methods – 40% 
General Maths – 50% 

Foundation Maths – 80%* 
(*Students must apply to change to  

Year 10 General Maths in Semester Two)

General 
Maths

Maths Methods – 50% 
General Maths – 60%

Further 
Maths

Maths Methods – 60%
General Maths – 70%**

(**Students must apply to change to  
Year 10 Maths Methods in Semester Two)

Maths 
Methods Maths Methods – 70% Maths 

Methods

Maths Methods – 70%
General Maths – 90%***

(***Students must apply to change to 
Year 10 Maths Methods in Semester Two)

Specialist 
Maths  
(1 & 2)

Completion of Maths 
Methods – 80%

Specialist Maths 
(3 & 4)

(Must complete Maths 
Methods in conjunction 

with this subject)
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This subject is designed 
to support students in VET 
studies or other VCAL/ 
VCE studies requiring 
mathematics skills. 
Students undertaking  
this subject cannot  
continue with Maths at the 
Units Three and Four level. 
Foundation Mathematics 
strongly emphasises using 
Mathematics in practical 
Situations.

Unit One
The course is skills and applications  
based, providing students with the 
opportunity to use mathematics in many 
real-life contexts. Areas of study include; 
Patterns in Numbers, Number Skills, 
Space, shape and design and using 
technology Business Travel and  
Loans and Tax are other topics.

Unit Two
This course allows students to continue  
to use the mathematical skills in real  
life situations. The areas of study  
include Patterns and number,  
Data and Measurement. 

Assessment 

Assessment includes a range of tasks 
including an analysis task, applications 
task, tests and end of semester exams.

Equipment
Scientific Calculator 

This subject is designed 
as preparation for Further 
Mathematics Units 3 and 4. 
General Maths helps you 
to apply maths to everyday 
life as it gives you skills you 
can use outside school. 

Unit One
This unit is divided up into three  
main study areas: Statistics,  
Discrete Mathematics and Arithmetic  
and Number. Students cover mental, 
by-hand and technology assisted 
computation with rational numbers, 
practical arithmetic and financial  
arithmetic, including estimation,  
order of magnitude and accuracy. 
Matrices, graphs and networks and 
number patterns and recursion are 
extensively covered. Students cover  
all types of data analysis.

Unit Two
This unit promotes the development  
of students’ ability to apply mathematical 
concepts in a range of contexts.  
Students study functions and graphs, 
trigonometry (finding lengths of sides in 
triangles, internal angles and practical 
applications). Students cover linear and 
non-linear relations and their graphs. 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks include a number  
of the following activities analysis tasks, 
applications tasks, topic tests and 
semester exams.

Equipment

CAS Calculator  
Tl-nSPlRE.

This subject is designed  
as a continuation of  
Year 10 Maths Methods.  
It introduces students to 
topics which are in Maths 
Methods at Unit 3 and 4. 
Units 1 & 2 are divided up 
into four main study areas: 
Functions and Graphs, 
Algebra, Calculus and 
Probability & Statistics.

Unit One
Students cover the graphical 
representation of simple algebraic 
functions. Students cover constant 
and average rates of change and an 
introduction to instantaneous rate of 
change of a function. The concepts  
of event, frequency and probability  
are covered.

Unit Two
Students cover graphical representation 
of functions of a single real variables. 
Students investigate inverse functions  
and transformations. They revise the index 
laws and logarithm laws. First principles 
approach to differentiation. Differentiation 
and anti-differentiation of polynomial 
functions and power functions by rule 
are studied. Students cover introductory 
counting principles and techniques and 
their application to probability.

Assessment 

Assessment tasks include a number  
of the following activities analysis tasks, 
applications tasks, topic tests and 
semester exams.

Equipment

CAS Calculator  
Tl-nSPlRE.

Mathematics
General Maths 
– Units One and Two

Mathematics
Maths Methods 
– Units One and Two

Mathematics
Foundation Maths 
– Units One and Two

Prerequisites – Please note that there are prerequisites for all mathematical subjects.
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This subject is designed  
to introduce students to 
topics which are in Specialist 
Mathematics at Units 3  
and 4. Students need to 
meet the requirements of  
this subject. Students 
must also be enrolled in 
Mathematical Methods,  
Units 1 and 2. Excellent 
results in Year 10 Maths are 
required before students 
consider this subject.

Unit One
This unit contains two main prescribed  
study areas: Arithmetic and number and 
Geometry, measurement and trigonometry. 
Students study Number systems and 
recursion. They investigate Geometry  
in the plane and use proof. Vectors in  
the plane are also studied.

Unit Two
This unit is a continuation of concepts 
studied in Unit one with the addition of  
the prescribed topic Graphs of linear  
and non-linear relations.

Other topics such as Complex Numbers, 
Transformations, trigonometry and matrices 
may also be studied in either unit.

Assessment 

Assessment tasks include a number  
of the following activities analysis tasks, 
applications tasks, topic tests and  
semester exams.

Equipment

CAS Calculator  
Tl-nSPlRE.

Mathematics
Specialist Maths 
– Units One and Two

Mathematics
Further Mathematics 
– Units Three and Four

Further Mathematics consists of two areas of 
study, a compulsory Core area of study to be 
completed in Unit 3 and an Applications area 
of study to be completed in Unit 4. The Core 
comprises ‘Data analysis' and ‘Recursion 
and financial modelling'. The Applications 
comprises two modules to be completed in 
their entirety, from a selection of four possible 
modules: ‘Matrices', ‘Networks and decision 
mathematics', ‘Geometry and measurement' 
and ‘Graphs and relations'.

Unit Three
This unit comprises the Core topics of Data Analysis and Recursion  
and financial modelling.

Unit Four
This unit comprises two modules: Matrices and Networks and  
decision mathematics.

Assessment – School assessed coursework

Unit 3: One applications task and one modelling or problem-solving task. 
Unit 4: One modelling or problem-solving task on each module. 

Assessment – External assessment

Two 1½ hour exams:

Exam 1: Multiple choice questions. 
Exam 2: Written response questions.

Equipment

CAS Calculator  
Tl-nSPlRE.

Prerequisites – Please note that there are prerequisites for all mathematical subjects.
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Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 
consist of the areas of study ‘Functions 
and graphs', ‘Calculus', ‘Algebra' and 
‘Probability and statistics', which must be 
covered in progression from Unit 3 to Unit 
4, with an appropriate selection of content 
for each of Unit 3 and Unit 4.

Unit Three
For Unit 3 a selection of content would typically include the areas 
of study ‘Functions and graphs’ and ‘Algebra’, and applications  
of derivatives and differentiation, and identifying and analysing  
key features of the functions and their graphs from the ‘Calculus’ 
area of study.

Unit Four
For Unit 4, this selection would typically consist of remaining 
content from the areas of study: ‘Functions and graphs’, ‘Calculus’ 
and ‘Algebra’, and the study of random variables and discrete and 
continuous probability distributions and the distribution of sample 
proportions. The content from the ‘Calculus’ area of study would 
be likely to include the treatment of anti-differentiation, integration, 
the relation between integration and the area of regions specified 
by lines or curves described by the rules of functions, and simple 
applications of this content.

Assessment – School assessed coursework

Unit 3: One applications task. 
Unit 4: Two modelling or problem-solving tasks

Assessment – External assessment

Exam 1: A 1 hour exam containing short-answer and some 
extended-answer questions covering all areas of study without  
the use of technology and notes.

Exam 2: A 2 hour exam containing multiple-choice questions and 
extended-answer questions. access to an approved technology 
and one bound reference, text (which may be annotated) or  
lecture pad, may be brought into the examination.

Equipment

CAS Calculator 
Tl-nSPlRE.

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 
consist of the areas of study: ‘Functions 
and graphs', ‘Algebra', ‘Calculus', ‘Vectors', 
‘Mechanics' and ‘Probability and statistics'.

Unit Three
In Unit 3 a study of Specialist Mathematics would typically include 
content from ‘Functions and graphs’ and a selection of material 
from the ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’ and ‘Vectors’ areas of study. 

Unit Four
In Unit 4 this selection would typically consist of the remaining 
content from the ‘Algebra’, ‘Calculus’, and ‘Vectors’ areas of  
study and the content from the ‘Mechanics’ and ‘Probability  
and statistics’ areas of study.

Assessment – School assessed coursework

Unit 3: One applications task. 
Unit 4: Two modelling or problem-solving tasks. 

Assessment – External assessment

Exam 1: A 1 hour exam containing short-answer and some 
extended-answer questions covering all areas of study without  
the use of technology and notes.

Exam 2: A 2 hour exam containing multiple-choice questions  
and extended-answer questions. access to an approved 
technology and one bound reference, text (which may be 
annotated) or lecture pad, may be brought into the examination.

Equipment

CAS Calculator  
Tl-nSPlRE.

Mathematics
Maths Methods 
– Units Three and Four

Mathematics
Specialist Maths  
 – Units Three & Four

Prerequisites – Please note that there are prerequisites for all mathematical subjects.
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We live in a society which 
is increasingly saturated 
with new forms of media. 
Media literacy therefore, 
is a crucial aspect of 
modern education, and 
the ability to understand 
what is being presented 
to us on our television 
and in newspapers and 
magazines, on a deeper 
level, gives those of us who 
study Media a much more 
sophisticated appreciation 
of the media as a whole. 

Recommendation – There are no 
prerequisites for this subject but  
Year 10 Media is recommended.

Unit One
Representation and Technologies  
of Representation

In this unit students develop an 
understanding of the relationship between 
media, technology and the representations 
present in media forms. Students develop 
practical and analytic skills including using 
SLR cameras and HD video cameras. 

• Area of Study 1: Representation

• Area of Study 2: Technologies  
of Representation

• Area of Study 3: New Media

Unit Two
Media Production and the  
Media Industry

In this unit students develop their 
understanding of the specialist production 
stages and roles within the collaborative 
organisation of media production. 
Students participate in specific stages  
of a media production and create their  
own short film.

• Area of Study 1: Media Production

• Area of Study 2: Media Industry 
Production

• Area of Study 3: Australian  
Media Organisations

Assessment 

Students will be assessed on a range  
of things. Their theoretical and practical 
skills will be assessed using tasks such as 
productions, extended / short responses, 
written reports, structured questions, 
research tasks and oral presentations. 

Recommendation – There are no 
prerequisites for this subject but  
Year 11 Media is recommended. 

Unit Three
Narrative and Media  
Production Design

In this unit students develop an 
understanding of how story and  
production elements work together  
to structure meaning in narrative and 
engage audiences. Students also 
undertake practical exercises which 
develop their skills for their media 
production and also plan their media 
production in a chosen media form  
for a specific audience. 

• Area of Study 1: Narrative

• Area of Study 2: Media  
Production Skills

• Area of Study 3: Media  
Production Design

Unit Four
Media: Process, influence  
and society’s values 

In this unit students analyse the 
relationships between media texts, social 
values and discourses. They also look 
at the extent to which media influences 
audiences and the relationship between 
media and the audience 

• Area of Study 1: Media Process

• Area of Study 2: Media texts  
and society’s values

• Area of Study 3: Media Influence

Assessment

Students will be assessed through  
a variety of tasks. Their theoretical and 
practical skills will be assessed using  
tasks such as productions, extended 
/ short responses, written reports, 
structured questions, research  
tasks and oral presentations.

Costs

$20 per semester. Costs are subject  
to change.

Media Studies 

“ If media content didn’t fascinate us, there would be no desire to engage with it;  
but if it didn’t frustrate us on some level, there would be no drive to rewrite or remake it.”

Henry Jenkins
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Physical Education  
is recommended to  
anyone who is interested  
in learning about the 
body and enhancing 
their knowledge and 
performance of a skill.  
The course is mainly  
theory based, however 
practical activities are 
undertaken to help  
support students 
in developing their 
understanding.

Unit One

The human body in motion 

In this unit students explore how the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory 
systems work together to produce 
movement. Through practical activities 
students explore the relationships between 
the body systems and physical activity, 
sport and exercise, and how the systems 
adapt and adjust to the demands of  
the activity. Students investigate the  
role and function of the main structures  
in each system and how they respond  
to physical activity, sport and exercise. 
They explore how the capacity and 
functioning of each system acts as an 
enabler or barrier to movement and 
participation in physical activity. 

Using a contemporary approach, 
students evaluate the social, cultural and 
environmental influences on movement. 
They consider the implications of the use 
of legal and illegal practices to improve 
the performance of the musculoskeletal 
and cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating 
perceived benefits and describing potential 
harms. They also recommend and 
implement strategies to minimise the  
risk of illness or injury to each system.

Unit Two

Physical Activity, sport and society 

This unit develops students’ understanding 
of physical activity, sport and society from 
a participatory perspective. 

Through a series of practical activities, 
students experience and explore different 
types of physical activity promoted in  
their own and different population groups. 
They gain an appreciation of the level 
of physical activity required for health 
benefits. Students investigate how 
participation in physical activity varies 
across the lifespan. They explore a range 
of factors that influence and facilitate 
participation in regular physical activity. 

They collect data to determine perceived 
enablers of and barriers to physical activity 
and the ways in which opportunities for 
participation in physical activity can be 
extended in various communities, social, 
cultural and environmental contexts. 
Students investigate individual and 
population-based consequences of 
physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour. 
They then create and participate in  
an activity plan that meets the physical 
activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines 
relevant to the particular population  
group being studied. 

Students apply various methods to  
assess physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour levels at the individual and 
population level, and analyse the data  
in relation to physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines. Students study and 
apply the social-ecological model and/
or the Youth Physical Activity Promotion 
Model to critique a range of individual- and 
settings-based strategies that are effective 
in promoting participation in some form of 
regular physical activity.

Assessment 

Students will complete an assessment  
task for each outcome studied. For Unit 
One and Unit Two there is a set task 
students must complete. Further tasks  
will be selected from the provided list in  
the study design provided by VCAA. 

Costs 

Excursions and incursions may be planned 
for this subject that will incur a cost. 

Physical Education

“ You don’t stop playing because you grow old, you grow old because you stop playing.”

George Bernard Shaw
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Unit Three

Physical activity participation  
and physiological performance

This unit introduces students to an 
understanding of physical activity and 
sedentary behaviour from a participatory 
and physiological perspective. Students 
apply various methods to assess physical 
activity and sedentary levels, and analyse 
the data in relation to adherence to  
the National Physical Activity Guidelines. 
Students study and apply the social-
ecological model to identify a range of 
Australian strategies that are effective  
in promoting participation in some form  
of regular activity.

Students investigate the contribution  
of energy systems to performance in 
physical activity. In particular, they  
investigate the characteristics of each 
system and the interplay of the systems 
during physical activity. Students explore  
the multi-factorial causes of fatigue and 
consider different strategies used to  
delay and manage fatigue and to  
promote recovery.

Costs

Unit Three excursion to RMIT University 
approximately $30. Costs may be  
subject to change. 

Unit Four

Enhancing Performance

Students undertake an activity analysis. 
Using the results of the analysis, they 
then investigate the required fitness 
components and participate in a training 
program designed to improve or maintain 
selected components. Athletes and 
coaches aim to continually improve 
and use nutritional, physiological and 
psychological strategies to gain advantage 
over the competition. Students learn to 
critically evaluate different techniques and 
practices that can be used to enhance 
performance, and look at the rationale 
for the banning or inclusion of various 
practices from sporting competition.

Assessment 

The final exam counts for 50% of the  
total mark. The other 50% is assessed 
through a range of school based tasks. 
There will be one for each area of study, 
which may include: a case study, test, 
laboratory, data analysis or written report.
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In Physics you study 
everything you ever 
wondered about and  
gain a wide understanding 
of how the world works. 
Physics gives you a  
greater understanding of 
why things do what they do.  
It's more than just textbook 
questions; it is knowledge 
that can be applied to 
everyday life.

Prerequisites – (averages) Year 10 
Maths Methods – 50%, Year 10 General 
Maths – 60%, any Science – 60%.

Unit One

What ideas explain the  
physical world?

In this unit students investigate the 
thermodynamic principles related to 
heating processes, including concepts  
of temperature, energy and work.  
Students examine the environmental 
impacts of Earth’s thermal systems. 
Students also develop conceptual  
models to analyse electrical phenomena 
and undertake practical investigations  
of circuit components. Concepts of 
electrical safety are developed through  
the study of safety mechanisms and  
the effect of current on humans.  
Students explore the nature of matter, 
and consider the origins of atoms, time 
and space. They examine the currently 
accepted theory of what constitutes the 
nucleus, the forces within the nucleus and 
how energy is derived from the nucleus.

Unit Two

What do experiments reveal about 
the physical world? 

In this area of study students observe 
motion and explore the effects of  
balanced and unbalanced forces  
on motion. They analyse motion using 
concepts of energy, including energy 
transfers and transformations, and apply 
mathematical models during experimental 
investigations of motion. On completion 
of this unit the student should be able to 
construct, test and analyse circuits that 
change AC voltage to a regulated DC 
power supply, and explain the use  
of transducers to transfer energy.

Assessment 

Tasks include one or more of the following; 
practical investigations, tests, data 
analysis, construct, test and analyse 
circuits and end of semester exams.

Prerequisites – Physics Units 1&2 –  
70% (average). The principles studied 
will be built upon in Units 3&4. 

Recommended – Maths Methods  
and/or Specialist Maths 
Unit 1&2 – 60% (average),  
Chemistry Units 1&2– 60% (average).

Unit Three

How do fields explain motion  
and electricity?

Area of Study 1 – How do things move 
without contact?

In this area of study students examine  
the similarities and differences between 
three fields: gravitational, electric and 
magnetic. Field models are used to  
explain the motion of objects when there 
is no apparent contact. Students explore 
how positions in fields determine the 
potential energy of an object and the 
force on an object. They investigate how 
concepts related to field models can be 
applied to construct motors, main satellite 
orbits and to accelerate particles.

Area of Study 2 – How are fields used  
to move electrical energy?

The production, distribution and use 
of electricity has had a major impact 
on human lifestyles. In this area of 
study students use empirical evidence 
and models of electric, magnetic and 
electromagnetic effects to explain  
how electricity is produced and  
delivered to homes. They explore  
magnetic fields and the transformer  
as critical to the performance of  
electrical distribution systems.

Physics

“ Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important thing is to not stop questioning.”

Albert Einstein

54    Lalor Secondary College VCE Handbook 2017/18

Year 11 – A Time to Specialise



Area of Study 3 – How fast can things go?

In this area of study students use Newton’s 
laws of motion to analyse relative motion, 
circular motion and projectile motion. 
Newton’s laws of motion give important 
insights into a range of motion both on 
Earth and beyond. At very high speeds, 
however, these laws are insufficient to 
model motion and Einstein’s theory of 
special relativity provides a better model. 
Students compare Newton’s and Einstein’s 
explanations of motion and evaluate 
the circumstances in which they can be 
applied. They explore the relationships 
between force, energy and mass.

Unit Four

How can two contradictory models 
explain both light and matter?

Area of Study 1 – How can waves explain 
the behaviour of light?

In this area of study students use evidence 
from experiments to explore wave concepts 
in a variety of applications. Wave theory has 
been used to describe transfers of energy 
and is important in explaining phenomena 
including reflection, refraction, interference 
and polarisation. Do waves need a medium 
in order to propagate and, if so, what is 
the medium? Students investigate the 
properties of mechanical waves and 
examine the evidence suggesting that light 
is a wave. They apply quantitative models 
to explore how light changes direction, 
including reflection, refraction, colour 
dispersion and polarisation.

Areas of Study 2 – How are light and 
matter similar?

In this area of study students explore the 
design of major experiments that have 
led to the development of theories to 
describe the most fundamental aspects 
of the physical world – light and matter. 
When light and matter are probed they 
appear to have remarkable similarities. 
Light, which was previously described 

as an electromagnetic wave, appears to 
exhibit both wave-like and particle-like 
properties. Findings that electrons behave 
in a wave-like manner challenged thinking 
about the relationship between light and 
matter, where matter had been modelled 
previously as being made up of particles.

Area of Study 3 – Practical Investigation

A student-designed practical investigation 
related to waves, fields or motion is 
undertaken either in Unit 3 or Unit 4, or 
across both Units 3 and 4. The investigation 
relates to knowledge and skills developed 
across Units 3 and 4 and is undertaken 
by the student through practical work. 
The investigation requires the student to 
develop a question, formulate a hypothesis 
and plan a course of action to answer 
the question, ensuring compliance with 
safety and ethical guidelines. Students 
then undertake an experiment that involves 
the collection of primary quantitative data 
analyse and evaluate the data, identify 
limitations of data and methods, link 
experimental results to science ideas, reach 
a conclusion in response to the question 
posed in Unit 4 ‘How can two contradictory 
models explain both light and matter?’ and 
suggest further investigations that may be 
undertaken.

The student is expected to design and 
undertake an investigation involving two 
continuous variables, communicating 
results through a scientific poster format. 
A practical logbook must be maintained by 
the student also. 

Assessment 
Percentage contributions to the study score 
in Physics are as follows: 

•  Unit 3 School-assessed coursework: 
21% 

•  Unit 4 School-assessed coursework: 
19% 

•  End of year examination: 60% 

Equipment 
A scientific calculator is also required.
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Psychology

Do you want to know  
how the brain works?  
How do individuals 
develop? Why are 
individuals all different  
and unique? How does  
the brain function and  
how do people learn?  
If you are interested in 
this, Psychology is a good 
subject for you to do.

Unit One

How are behaviour and mental 
processes shaped?

In this unit, students are introduced to 
the development of contemporary and 
classical theories in order to understand 
the brain and its functions, and to  
explain the development of thoughts, 
feelings and behaviours. Impairments of 
brain functioning and human development 
are investigated with reference to 
Parkinson’s disease and brain damage. 
The way biological, psychological and 
social factors interact to affect a person’s 
psychological development are explored. 
Students consider the interactive nature  
of hereditary versus environmental  
factors in investigating typical or  
atypical psychological development 
including emotional cognitive and  
social development, and disorders  
of psychological development.

Unit Two

How do external factors influence 
behaviour and mental processes?

Students evaluate the role social cognition 
plays in a person’s attitudes, perception of 
themselves and relationships with others. 
Students investigate how perception of 
stimuli enables an individual to interact  

with the world around them and how 
distorted perceptions can impact how  
they interact with the world. The way 
factors and contexts can influence the  
way an individual or group behaves  
is explored in order to understand  
human perception. Students complete  
a practical investigation related to  
external influences on behaviour. 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks will include one or more 
of the following; research investigations, 
folio of activities, media response, visual 
presentation, test, essay or data analysis.

Unit Three

How does experience affect 
behaviour and mental processes?

Area of Study 1 – How does the nervous 
system enable psychological functioning?

This area focuses on how the structure  
and function of the human nervous  
system enables a person to integrate, 
coordinate and respond to internal and 
external sensory stimuli. Students explore 
specialist structures of the neuron, ways 
in which stress affects the mind and body 
and the role the nervous system plays  
in these processes.

Area of Study 2 – How do people learn 
and remember?

This area focusses on memory and 
learning as crucial components of  
human identity. Students will study the 
neural basis of memory and learning and 
examine factors that influence the learning 
of new behaviours and the storage and 
retention of information in memory.

Unit Four

How is wellbeing developed and 
maintained?

Area of Study 1 – How do levels of 
consciousness affect mental processes 
and behaviour?

Students explore states of consciousness 
and the relationship between conscious 
thoughts, feelings and behaviours.  
They look at the ways that consciousness 
can be studied from a psychological 
perspective and how states of 
consciousness can be altered.

Area of Study 2 – What influences  
mental wellbeing?

Students will explore the concept of a  
mental health continuum and how the  
biospychosocial model is used to analyse  
mental health and mental health disorders. 
A specific phobia will be used to illustrate 
how the biopsychosocial model is  
used to describe the development  
and management of a mental disorder. 
Students will also explore the concepts 
of resilience and copying and the 
psychological basis of strategies  
that contribute to mental wellbeing.

Assessment

Percentage contributions to the study 
score in VCE Psychology are as follows:

•  Unit 3 School-assessed Coursework: 
16 per cent 

•  Unit 4 School-assessed Coursework: 
24 per cent 

•  End of Year examination: 60 per cent.

“ The brain struggling to understand the brain is society trying to explain itself.”

Colin Blakemore 
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Sociology

Have you ever wondered 
why people behave the  
way they do? Have you 
ever questioned why 
people break the rules  
and commit crimes?  
Have you ever questioned 
what makes people 
connect? You may then 
be interested in Sociology. 
Sociology focuses on the 
study of human behaviour 
and social interaction to 
understand how societies 
are organised, develop 
and change. It assists in 
the development of an 
understanding of human 
behaviour and social 
structures.

Unit One

Youth and Family

In this unit students will seek to understand 
the way youth and adolescence are 
constructed as social categories through 
observing the differing experiences 
of young people. The reasons for the 
differing experiences will be investigated 
as well as the potential negative impacts 
of categorisation, including stereotyping, 
prejudice and discrimination. Students 
will also investigate the social institution 
of the family to explain the purpose and 
experiences of family life. Factors such 
as globalisation, feminism, individualism, 
technology, changes in the labour market, 
and government policies will be explored  
as they have been identified as influencing 
the traditional view of the family.

Unit Two

Social Norms: Breaking the Code

This unit will explore the concept of 
deviance, particularly the differing 
explanations of what constitutes  
deviant behaviour. Students will also 
explore the phenomenon known as  
moral panic. Students investigate  
crime and punishment through  
exploring patterns of crime and 
considering the significance of a range  
of factors, such as class, gender, age  
and race/ethnicity. Students explore 
different methods of punishment and  
the extent to which each of these  
methods serves its aims. 

Assessment

Assessment will include one or more  
of the following tasks: interview and  
report, research report, test, film  
analysis, annotated media file,  
essay or multimedia presentation.

Unit Three

Culture and Ethnicity

Students will study the expressions  
of culture and ethnicity within Australian 
society in two different contexts – 
Australian Indigenous culture, and  
ethnicity in relation to migrant groups. 
Australian Indigenous cultures are  
diverse and are comprised of a range  
of symbols, languages, values and norms. 
Students will investigate historical and 
modern representations of Indigenous 
culture found in the media and  
how these representations build 
awareness and perception of the culture. 
Students will also examine the concepts 
of race and ethnicity and how identity is 
formed and experienced by Australian 
immigrant groups. 

Unit Four

Community, Social Movements  
and Social Change

In this unit students delve into the ways 
sociologists have thought about the idea  
of community and how the various forms 
of community are experienced as well as 
the relationship between social movements 
and social change. Students examine 
the changing definitions and experiences 
of community and the challenges 
posed by political, social, economic and 
technological change. Students investigate 
the role of social movements. A social 
movement involves a group engaged in an 
organised effort to achieve social change. 
Students develop an understanding of  
the purpose, evolution, power and 
outcomes of social movements.

Assessment

The final exam contributes 50% to the total 
assessment and the other 50% is based 
on school assessment tasks such as 
interview and report, research report,  
test, film analysis, annotated media file, 
essay or multimedia presentation.

“ I know you won’t believe me, but the highest form of Human Excellence is to question oneself and others.”

Socrates
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Studio Arts provides 
students with a great way 
to express themselves and 
to learn skills which are not 
taught in other subjects.  
It provides a chance to  
work on something  
practical and ‘hands on'.

Recommendation – There are no 
prerequisites for this subject however, 
Year 10 Art specialist subject is 
recommended.

Unit One

Studio Inspiration and techniques

This unit involves students researching  
and recording art ideas that are 
documented in a selected form.  
Students develop ideas and identify 
sources of inspiration to be used as 
starting points for exploring materials and 
techniques. Students learn about studio 
practice and focus on the use of materials 
and techniques in the production of at least 
one artwork. Students focus on the way 
artists from different times and cultures 
have interpreted ideas and sources 
of inspiration and used materials and 
techniques in the production of artworks.

Unit Two

Studio exploration and concepts

This unit focuses on students developing 
artworks through an individual studio 
process based on visual research and 
inquiry. Students also focus on the analysis 
of historical and contemporary artworks  
by at least two artists from different times 
and cultures. 

Assessment 

Assessment tasks include; a folio, 
including design explorations and 
artworks, short answer responses  
and end of semester exams.

Recommendation – There are  
no prerequisites for this subject 
however, students are advised to  
have completed Units One and Two.

Unit Three
Studio practices and processes

In this unit students focus on the 
implementation of an individual studio 
process leading to the production of a 
range of potential directions. Students 
develop and use an exploration proposal  
to define an area of creative exploration.  
They plan and apply a studio process to 
explore and develop their individual ideas. 
Analysis of these explorations and the 
development of the potential directions  
is an intrinsic part of the studio process  
to support the making of finished artworks 
in Unit Four.

Unit Four
Studio practice and art industry context

In this unit students focus on the planning, 
production and evaluation required to 
develop, refine and present artworks that 
link cohesively according to the ideas 
resolved in Unit Three. To support the 
creation of artworks, students present a 
visual and written evaluation. Students also 
investigate art industry context.

Assessment 
Assessment is based on a final exam worth 
30%,School Assessed Task (SAT) which 
is a folio worth 60% and School Assessed 
Coursework (SAC) for each unit worth 10%.

Costs
 $40.00 per semester per unit.  
Costs are subject to change.

Studio Arts

“ Creativity is piercing the mundane to find the marvellous”

Bill Moyers
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Visual Communication Design

Do you enjoy designing 
and do you have a creative 
mind? If the answer is ‘yes' 
then you should choose  
this subject. VCD requires 
you to be very organised.  
It is one of the few subjects 
with minimal boundaries.  
It is recommended to 
anyone with artistic flair  
and an edge for design.  
It is a very rewarding 
subject which will take up  
a lot of time and requires 
high quality drawing skills 
and a mind open to ideas.

Unit One

Introduction to Visual  
Communication Design

This unit focuses on using visual 
language to communicate messages, 
ideas and concepts. This involves 
acquiring and applying design thinking 
skills as well as drawing skills to make 
messages, ideas and concepts visible 
and tangible. Students practise their 
ability to draw what they observe and 
they use visualisation drawing methods 
to explore their own ideas and concepts. 
Students develop an understanding of 
the importance of presentation drawings 
to clearly communicate their final visual 
communications.

Unit Two

Applications of Visual  
Communication Design

This unit focuses on the application of 
visual communication design knowledge, 

design thinking skills and drawing  
methods to create visual communications 
to meet specific purposes in designated 
design fields. Students use presentation 
drawing methods that incorporate the 
use of technical drawing conventions 
to communicate information and ideas 
associated with the environmental or 
industrial fields of design. They investigate 
how typography and imagery are used  
in visual communication design.  
They apply design thinking skills when 
exploring ways in which images and type 
can be manipulated to communicate  
ideas and concepts in different ways in  
the communication design field.

Assessment 

Assessment includes one or more of the 
following; a folio of instrumental & freehand 
drawings, a folio of solutions to set tasks,  
a written report and an end of unit exam.

Recommendation – There are no 
prerequisites for this subject however, 
Units One and Two of VCD are strongly 
recommended.

Unit Three

Design Thinking and Practice

In this unit students gain an understanding 
of the process designers employ to 
structure their thinking and communicate 
ideas with clients, target audiences,  

other designers and specialists.  
Through practical investigation and 
analysis of existing visual communications, 
students gain insight into how the selection 
of methods, media, materials and the 
application of design elements and design 
principles can create effective visual 
communications for specific audiences  
and purposes. They investigate and 
experiment with the use of manual and 
digital methods, media and materials to 
make informed decisions when selecting 
suitable approaches for the development  
of their own design ideas and concepts.

Unit Four

Design Development and 
Presentation

The focus of this unit is the development 
of design concepts and two final 
presentations of visual communications  
to meet the requirements of the brief.  
This involves applying the design process 
twice to meet each of the stated needs.

Assessment

Assessment is based on an end of  
year exam worth 35%, a folio (School 
Assessed Task) worth 40% and 
coursework worth 25%.

Costs 

$30.00 per semester. Costs are subject  
to change.

“ Stop looking at yourself as a designer, and start thinking of yourself as a deliverer of ideas.”

Stle Melvr
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Glossary of terms

VCAA Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, the body which administers the VCE.

VCE Victorian Certificate of Education. 

VCAL Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL) 

VTAC Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre. 

VET The centre processes student applications to most Tertiary and TAFE courses.

FIELD OF STUDY Subject. Most VCE studies are made up of 4 units.

UNIT A unit normally lasts for one semester or half a year.

SEMESTER Half-year. Semester one ends in mid-June on a date determined by the college.

PROGRAM OF STUDY A sequence of studies taken over two years normally made up of 22/24 units.

PREREQUISITES These are units which must be passed and must be included in a student’s program.

RECOMMENDED  These are units which are desirable and their knowledge may be assumed but they 
do not affect selection to tertiary courses.

UNITS 1 AND 2 Units 1 and 2 are equivalent to Year 11 level.

UNITS 3 AND 4  Units 3 and 4 are equivalent to Year 12 level. Students may be able to select Units 1 
or 2 in their second year of VCE and students may be able to select Units 3 and 4 in 
their first year of VCE.

LEARNING OUTCOME  These define what the students will know and be able to do as a result of  
satisfactorily completing a study. Each outcome has a definition, the key  
knowledge to be learnt and the key skills to be acquired.

GAT  General Achievement Test – is a test of general knowledge and skills in written 
communication, mathematics, science, technology, humanities, the arts and  
social sciences.
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